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This document contains all the front cover and contents pages for each quarterly issue of this magazine
under its three successive titles, from its inception in 1995 to its last issue in 2015 - a total of 80 issues.
Thus you can see at a glance details of all the feature articles, reviews and all else that were contained in
this unique publication: an extraordinary range of information covering the entire history of the classical
recording industry. The material include portraits of performing artists and their recordings, biographies
of other celebrities who contributed to the development of the industry development over the course
of more than a century, discussions of how technical advances came about, histories of the rise - and
sometimes the fall - of great recording companies and famous label series, reviews of landmark recordings
in all formats and much else.

All these 80 issues are available as a collection on a single USB Memory Stick which can be used by all
PCs and Mac computers fitted with USB port. The price of the complete set is £100. Single issues can be
purchased in the form of a downloadable PDF document at a cost of £2 each.

From issue 44 onwards the magazines are in ‘true PDF’ format; issues 1 to 43 exist as scans from original
magazine copies and thus do not quite match the definition of the later issues, though clarity of the
copying process has been the aim and the achievement.
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5 Collector news

"In each issue we shall pmhhnaws items of interest
to collectors, and we shall also publish a diary of
events. We invite readers to submit details of events
they would like to have publicized in our Septernber
issue. Copy should reach the Editor by June 30th

8 The Nixa/Pye story

~ John Snashall worked for Nixaand Pyeasa
production assistant and then as a producer
and conductor between 1954 and 1971, His
reminiscences are in two parts, the second of
which will appear in our Septamber issue

19 Oda Slobodskaya (1888-1970)

" The caresr of the gifted Russian-born soprana
did not develop as it should have done, and only in
her latter days did she achieve due recognition.,
John Steane discussas her life, her art and her
recordings

25 Beecham'’s 1947 Messiah

" Most of Sir Thomes Beecham's records are
not hard to find, but his second recording of
Handel's Messiah is comparatively elusive,
Lyndon Jenkins discusses Beecham's approach
to this great work in general, and the 1947
recording in some detail

Caruso making a gramashone record: a salf-carizsture

31 From shellac to dlgltal

"The practice of transferring sound from a primary
source to a copy is as old as the science of
recording itself. Alan Sanders sketches the
history of sound transfers, and then locks at two
present-day companies, Nimbus Records and
Dutton Laboratories, who employ radically different
methods in transfeming 78s to CD
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70

74

Atailfo Argenta (1913-1958)
" Argenta's career as a conductor lasted only 12

years. He had become a national figure in Spain,
and his international career was expanding

rapidly when he died in an accident at the age

of 44. Alan Sanders discusses his carser and his
recordings

Audiophile spotlight — Argenta’s "Espana

A panel of experts listen to four editions of this

celebrated early stereo recording, and come 1o
some surprising conclusions

Portrait of a collector

" Sir David Attenborough discusses his back-

ground in a musical family, his work in music as a
BBC administrator, and his present taste in music
and recordings

The great piano roll controversy

Some great pianists of the past left examples
of their performing art only through
interpretations on piano rolls, while other artists
recorded more extensively on rolls than on
gramophaone records. Denis Hall suggests

that the legacy of performances preserved by
this medium is of great historical and musical
importance

The collector and the market

" Gioconda de Vito's stereo LP recording of Bach

and Mozart violin concertos has changed hands
for very large sums in recent years. Alan Sanders
looks back at market conditions which have
caused records to become scarce and

desirable, and has tried to find cut why the De Vito
Bach and Mozart record is so rare and has become
so highly prized

Michael Hobson of Classic Records

and the rebirth of quality vinyl

" In the USA Michael Hobson's Classic Records

enterprise has baen successiul in marketing LP
reproductions of items from RCA's “Living

Stereo” series of 30 and more years ago.

Arthur § Pfeffer talks to Michael Hobson about
his techniques and philcsophies in re-creating
vintage LPs

?9

81

82

85

93

May 1895 ICRC

Letter from America

" Arthur S Pfeffer repﬂrts onsome newLPand
CD reissues in the USA, and has also been
listening to some New York Barbirolli 78s

Far-Eastern viewpoint

‘Masakazu Abe reveals why _Ps are still popular

in Japan, and discusses some historically
important new Japanese CD reissues

Continental report

" Werner Bleisteiner discusses a new German LP

series

Have we any aluminium tube?

" David Inman has been to see the SME factory

and has talked to the company’s founder, Alastair
Robertson-Aikman

Audio cu::rnmentary and news

David Inman pﬂEiEE some audio queshuns for

readers, describes some new audio products and
gives notice of an audio fair in Birmingham on May
14th

Reviews

" The new Reiner bmgmphy Teldec*sAnof

Conducting video and LaserDisc, an LP reissue
and a number of CD reviews

Key to symbols
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Full price £10 and over
Medium price £7 - £2-99
Bargain price £5 - £6-99
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Long Playing Record
Compact Cassette
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LaserDisc

Abbreviated dates in brackets denote original review
dates in Gramophone

The next issue will be published on Friday
September 1slt
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5 Collector news

In thts featura we publnsh news rtems of hta‘est to
collectors and a diary of events. We invite readers
to submit details of events they would like to have
publicized in our Novemnber issue. Copy should
reach the Editor by September 18th

7 Walter Legge - the early years

Waltar LE:ggE'S Saster. h'larla Tobin, wrlte's an
account of her brother's early life and career

20 The Gramophone reprint

Dennis Brain was kiled in a car accldent |r1
September 1957. Walter Legge wrote a trib-
ute to his friend and colleague in the following
Movember issue of The Gramophone

25 Leading the Philharmonia

Hugh Bean pla‘y\ed inthe Fhlharrnonla
Orchestra from 1950 onwards, and was made
Leader cf the orchestra in 1957, He discusses
some of the great conductors who appeared
with the Philharmonia in the 1950s and 1960s

Hugh Bean leads the Philharmonia under Carlo Maria
Giulini

33 Audiophile spotlight — Karajan's
 Falstaff
A panel c:f experts Ilsten tr:- three BdITICIﬂS of the
famous 1956 recording originally issued on

Columbia
[ ) 36 Portrait of aproducer
Brian Culverhouse talks to Alan Sanders
‘1 about his long career in the record industry, and
recalls especially his earlier days with EMI



45 Furtwéangler’s Bayreuth Beethoven
Ninth
John Hunt wntee abwt thls famuus 1951 Iwe
recording, which in its original LP form has
become a sought-after rarity

QQI_IMaureen Forrester

John T Hughes considers theartand
recardings of this celebrated Canadian contralto

57 The Nixa/Pye story

In the sacond part of his ren";u-r-l-lé;éémea Jnhn ”
Snashall recalls some important Pye
recordings made between 1956 and 1958

69 Franz von Vecsey variations on a
IHVIDhT‘IIS’[IC emgma
Tully Potter traces the ||fe ar't-r:l ar't {:ri an artlst
wha did not achieve the career success which
his great gifts should have ensured

Franz von Vecsey

75 Letter from America

Arthur 8. Pfeffer has been listaning to some
early stereo recordings in LP and CD format

76 Continental report

Wemr Blmstalner talks t-:r Kal Seeman cf

Speakers Corner about his Decca LP reissues

Seplember 1995 ICRC

77 Far-Eastern viewpoint

Masakazu Abe discusses some reissues of
vintage material and has been asking his friends
about their favourite clder records

79 Hearing LPs at their best

John Borwick dISCLISSEE aucilr::r equnpmem for
playing LPs and how to get the best results
from it

90 Audio and the record collector

David Inman has wsrted the Siereophn'a Show
in Los Angeles, the National Vintage
Communications Fair in Birmingham, and has
heard a machine which reproduces cylinders
electrically

96 The Music Performance Research
Centre )
David Fa‘lmura rapcrrts DI"‘I ths actmtles c-f an
important new archive

98 i _Letters

Piano roll 1ransfers Esarbnolh |n New ank and
Ataulfo Argenta’s statue

102 Rewews

A new edmm of the bmk me Tnfonf a‘a .S‘tereo
an LP reissue of Searle and Selber, Sir Malcolm
Sargent on video, and several CD reissues

Key to Symbols

O Compact Disc

®  Long Playing Record

=l Compact Cassette

X vHS

& LaserDisc

®  Full price £10 and over
®  Medium price £7 - £9-99
® Bargain price £5 - £6-99

Abbrevialed dates in brackets denole original review
dates in Gramophone
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33

38

52

Schumann’s Kinderszenen:

ar mmantlc wew Df chlldhood

Dnnald Ellman dISCUSSES reccrrdlngs Gf
this work and their relationship to the
Schumann tradition

Vox Productions — a short history

Jernme Waher outlnnes the deuelcnpment
of the company and its most important
recordings

Vox Productions (GB) Ltd.

Hohln Golding Was an employee éf ‘u’ox -
in London during the late 1950s

George H. de Mendelssohn-

_Bartholdy
The career c-f Vox’s founder is sketched by

Alan Sanders
Reinhold Barchet and the Barchet

Graham Silcock discusses some
important pioneering recordings made by
this violinist and his Quartet

_The Nixa/Pye Story, part three

During the 1960s and early 1970s John
Snashall produced and conducted many
recordings for Pye

L —,

John Snashall

2 Conterts

9.0

78

ol

82 .1

Ward Marston: the compleat

~transfer engineer

One of America's best-known transer
engineers talks to Arthur S Pfeffer about
his techniques and philosophies

Aurellano Pertﬂe

Tu!l_v Potter discusses the career and the
recordings of this famous tenor. John
Steane reviews an eight-CD set contain-
ing the artist's complete solo recordings

Aureliano Pertile

Audiophile spotlight — Monteux’s

_Daphnis et Chloé

IGHC 5 F}ane| Of EX[JBF[S; havﬂ- been
listening to different editions of this famous
recording

Letter from America

Arthur S Pfeffer has been listening to
some new Mercury reissues, and recalls a
strange recording session

Continental Report

Wemer Blalstemer d|scusses some
issues surrounding the production of new
LPs in Germany

Far-Eastern report

Masakazu Ahe has msned a dapanese
cultural centre, and discusses some new
violin reissuas on CD.



83 Electrical recording: 70 years old
~ this year
John Borwick recalls hcw a new tech- '
nique was developed which revolutionized
the recording industry

91  Audio and the record collector

David Inman has atl:ended an unusual

recording session at EMI's Abbey Road
studios; and he has visited the Nottingham
Analogue Studio

94 Latters

SDme contrastmg wews cn plano rc-il

recordings, and recollections of Oda
Slobodskaya

99 Newreleases o

101 Book rewew

Flnger Smuthson drscusses a new bmk |

on the recordings of Wilhelm Furtwéngler

102 Record rewews

Anew LP reissue of awntage De-cca -

quartet recording is discussed, and several
CD reissues are reviewed

Key to Symbols

© Compact Disc

@ Long Playing Record

=] Compact Cassette

O vHS

& LaserDisc

® Full price £10 and over
®  Medium price £7 - £9-99
® Bargain price £5 - £6-99

Abbreviated dates in brackets denote original
review dates in Gramophone

The next issue will be published

on Thursday February 1st
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THE ULTIMATE
IN RECORD
CLEANING

THE KEITH MONKS RECORD
CLEANING MACHINE

“STATE OF THE ART”
& “ACCESSORY OF
THE DECADE”

by Absolute Sound Magazine

Experts worldwide agree
“The most effective way of
cleaning records”

The Keith Monks record cleaning machine is
a tried and tested product, and is used by
broadcasting authorities and record libraries
all over the world. Records are cleaned
using a mixture of industrial alcohol and
distilled water and the surface/grooves are
scrubbed with a nylon brush. The suction
arm then traverses across the record,
removing dirt, static charge and, more
importantly, all traces of liquid, leaving the
record completely dry, as well as clean. The
whole process can be completed in about
1% minutes per side of the record.

KEITH MONKS
SOUND SYSTEMS

THE RED HOUSE - FOWEY
CORNWALL - PL23 1JN
TEL (01726) 833783
FAX (01726) 833800
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Coilector news

_Rita Streich {1 820-1 98?)

Rita Streich
Fhoto DGOl

Alan Blyth discusses the life and art of a
celebrated coloratura soprano

The early Vienna Philharmonic

_recordings (1924-1945)

26

Malcolm Walker traces the rer::crdmg hlstm‘y
of this great orchestra from its first acoustic
sessions up to the end of the second world war

The Gramophone reprint -

~ Gaisberg in Vienna

90 1

X

HMV's reeordmg manager Frad Galsherﬂ

recalls how in 1938 he supervised Bruno
Walter's live recording of Mahler's Ninth
Symphony

It seems like only yesterday

Gramophone's longest serving reviewer

Lionel Salter looks back at his eventful early
carser

_Early recordings of British music
Lewis Foreman wasthgates the surprlsingly

extensive legacy of British music recorded in
the acoustic era

2 Contenis

49

Vaughan Wiliams: A London

.Symphony - the first recordings

53

The complex early history of this work and
its first recordings are examined by
Stephen Lloyd

Hilton Nixon: founder of the

_Nixa Record Company

56

Nixa's original founder and ma.fner”t;llks tc o
Alan Sanders about his background and his
experiences within the recording industry

Audiophile spotlight — Beecham'’s

~ Faust Symphony

er.

/1

ICRC’s panel of exper‘ts has been Ilstenlng tc
this famous recording

The recording career of
Ida Haendel

. Ida Haendel
B Photo EN

Alan Sanders has lmesngatad the famc:-us
viclinist’s discography and her career as a
recording artist

INew d|rect|on5 for Testament

David Inman reveals how this small concern
has diversified its interests into LP reissues and
is making a new analcgue recording

New perspectives on

~ Alessandro Moreschi

Peter Cox and Jne Fﬂﬂﬁﬁlly have unravadlad
some of the mysteries surrounding the only
castrato to make recordings



75 Letter from America

Arthur S. anfl‘er naveals plians for CBSfSony-
reissues on both LP and CD

E_Tj'___rFar Eastern report

Maukuu Mm looks at the grmn.rth {rf mtereaf
in French music within Japan

79 Hearing 78s at their best

John Borwick discusses the use of modern
technology in obtaining the best sound from
shellac records

B LOUEHS oot
90 Newreleases ...

92 Book reviews

An American guide to early sterec
London/Decca racordings is discussed by
James Hughes, and two new discographies
have been perused by Lyndon Jenkins

94 Record reviews

Anew LP reissue of a famous RCA “Living

Stereo” recording is discussad by Edward
Greenfield, and several CD reissues are
reviewed

Key to Symbols

@ Compact Disc

® Long Playing Record

(=] Compact Cassette

B vHS

& LaserDisc

® Full price £10 and over
® Medium price £7 - £9-99
@ Bargain price £5 - £6-99

Abbreviated dates in brackets denote original review
dates in Gramophone
xt issue will be

The ne

published

on Tuesday May 7th

Spring 1996 ICRG

The best hi-fi Dealers know when theyte on o
a good thing. Get on to a good thing too by
quofing these award winning numbers on your
next hii shopping spree. Better still, you can now

upgrade any manufcturers moving coil cartridge
for an AT MC, and save £€'s.

AT'OCSHE ' AT-OC‘)mc

= MOYING (0iL = * MOVING COIL *

AT-110E

= MOVING MAGHET =

Available at Good Hi-Fi Stores ONLY

ATC-004

audio-technica.

INNOVATION PRECISION INTEGRITY

Tel: 0113 277 1441 Fax: 0113 270 4836
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Contents

5 Collector news 38 Esta, Ultraphon and Supraphon
Graham Melville-Mason traces the progress
8 ....]” the Shadcw Df TaEmh of the Czech national recording industry from its
Pntrick Lamherl: writes about the careers earliest days until now
and recordings of some lesser-known Czech

conductors I {1_4___'|’he V]Eﬂﬂa OCfEt

Graham Siicock GOﬂSrders the reoordlng
a distinguished chamber ensembla

51 Fred Gaisberg -
memories of my Uncle

Isahella Walllch talks about har famm.a
relative in conwversation with Jerrold Northrop
Moore

Vaclav Talich /
Photo Supraphon

29 Vilem Tausky: a life in two parts
The Czech-born conductor has ialked about his
life and career to Bill anc Gill Newman

35 Ostréil's Bartered Bride

Michaal Tannar discusses the historically
important but little-known first recording of
Smetana's opera Fred Gaisberg
Phato Dobwnsan

60 The Gramaphone reprint —
Casals in Prague

Fred Gaisberg recalls a vigit to Prague in April
1837, when he recorded Casals in Dvordk's
Cello Concerto

62 Léopold Simoneau

The famous Frenm Ganachan tenor's fite, art and
recordings are discussed by John T. Hughes

69 Hearing with both ears

Otakar Ostréil The history of stereophonic recording during the
Phota Supmphon 1830s and 1940z is related by Michael Gray

2 Conterts



76 Letter from America
Arthur S. Pfeffer has been listening to LP
reissues from Classic Records and CD reissues
by Omega Everest

7 FerBasternreport
Masakazu Abe has talked to the present
owner of Johanna Martzy's Bergonzi violin

79 Audio and the record collector -
John Borwick locks at machines and other
devices for cleaning LFs which are currently
available

82 Letters
Vaughan Wiliams's London Symphony and
Eugene Goossens; Furtwangler and 1930s
recording techniques; Alan Bush in the
recording studio

84 Newreleases ...

86 Book review

A new discography of early German vocal
recordings is investigated by John Steane

87 Record reviews

Key to symbols

Compact Disc

Long Playing Record
78rpm Record

Compact Cassette

WHS

LaserDisc

Full price £10 and over
Medium price £7 - £9-99
Bargain price £5 - £6-99

ONS

ecoeq|

Abbreviated dates in brackets denote original review
dates in Gramophone

The next issue will be published

on Monday August 5th

Surmener 1995 IGRC

Classical LP deletions
available at all times.
Lists of records
available on request,
classical, jazz
light/easy listening/
films/shows/
pop/military/brass
contemporary etc.

Large historical
collection of CDs/
Furtwingler/de
Vito/Mengleberg etc.

Collections of LPs
and CDs purchased

The
Ring Mail
Order Service

PO Box 69
Saffron Walden, CB11 3UT

Tel: 01799 540843
Fax: 01799 541313
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The Quartetto ;
ltaliano

Reirer in Pittsburgh
History of Lrania

The art of Julius Patzak
Slonimsky-as conductor

Vintage 78mm reproduction
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Contents

-

6

18

The Quartetto Itahano

" The career, art and re:cnrdmgs of this

eminent ensemble are examined by

Tully Potter
6 B4 -4

ﬂs"au

The Quartetto Itallano
Fhoto Guido Borciary

Urania: the mystery label that

~ keeps coming back

24,

Robert Angus has Lmrave]lcd the hlSlDI‘}'

of this extraordinary American company

Reiner in Pittsburgh

Some Iesser-knewn recurcimgs b}r the great
conductor are discussed by Kenneth
Morgan

. ! _,; :

Fritz Reiner
Fhoto George Gaber

2 Conterts

32 The Slonimsky recordings

a1

48

Jed Distler outlines the hnef‘cunductmg
career of a musician who championed
modern music

Nicolas Slonimsky
Mustration courtesy
Electra Yourks

L
Jullus F’atzak

The art and Il‘iﬁ reLordmz{s of lhis I"am-:-us
Austrian tenor are discussed by Alan Blyth

Mark Obert-Thorn — the moderate

mtewentmmst

58 1

62

The renowned American transfer engmeer
15 interviewed by Arthur 8. Pfeffer

The Nat:onal Sound Archwe

Alan Sanders looks at the hlstol'}F and cur-
rent activities of Britain's official sound
archive

Reproducing 78s - the

~ old-fashioned way

8./

Douglas Lorimer prowdé;slome adn ice for
those who prefer to play 78s on vintage
machines

Audio and the record collector

John Bnrwlcl: reportson a cnnf‘m:ncc
which discussed the preservation ol
archive recordings

Letter from America

Arthur S. Pfeffer suggests that thereisa
strong British influence on American
musical life



77 Continentalreport
Lajos Heiner reveals that not all is gain for
Hungarian record collectors in their new
democracy

78 Far-Eastern report _ N
Some historic live Japanese recordings

of famous western artists are highlighted
by Sachio Moroishi

81 Letters
More about Reinhold Barchet’s career; the
popularity of Dennis Brain recordings in
Japan; controversial piano roll transfer
techniques from Nimbus: a mysterious
American LP issue

New releases

Book reviews

A book on the recorded legacy of
Dame Elisabeth Schwarzkopf is
considered by Malcolm Walker; and
John Borwick has read a new history of
sound recording

88 Video, LP and CD reviews

Key to symbols

@ Compact Disc

® Long Playing Record
78rpm Record

=1 Compact Cassette

EX3 VHS

& LaserDisc

® Full price £10 and over

® Medium price £7 - £9-99

® Bargain price £5 - £6-99

Abbreviated dates in brackets denote original
review dates in Gramophone

orn Monday November 4th

The next issue will be publishe@
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ALL LPs, €Ds, TAPES,
VIDEOS WANTED FOR

CASH OR EXCHANGE

CLASSICAL

POPULAR - JAZZ
FILMS - SHOWS

etc etc etc

TOP PRICES PAID FOR RARITIES

Suitable collections
valued/collected FOC in UK

NOTHING LEGAL
REFUSED!

Official ID with address & signature required

Bring or send by post
with SAE for cash toe

CLASSICAL
MUSIC
EXCHANGE

36 Notting Hill Gate,
London W11

Open 7 days 10am - 8pm
B 0171229 3219

1000s of CDs &
many rare LPS &

hoxed sets on sale

BUY, SELL, EXCHANGE OTHER GOODS:

HI-FI, VIDEO & CAMERAS 64 Notting Hill Gate, W11
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 56 Notting Hill Gate, W11
SOUNDTRACKS & VIDEOS 34 Notting Hill Gate, W11
BOOKS & COMICS 14 Pembridge Rd, W11
COMPUTERS & GAMES 65 Notting Hill Gate, W11
CLOTHING & JEWELLERY 32 & 34 Pembridge Rd, W11

http:/Awww.demon.co.uk/mveshops/
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Oollectornews .

The Westminster Heeording
_ Company - a short history

A short hlster}r ofan unpertaut American
enterprise by Jerome F. Weber

Barylli Quartet
Fhoto MCA Intemtional

The Ar‘t ef Elena Gerhardt

Jnhn Steane dlscusses the art, eareer and -

recordings of the great mezzo-soprano

The RPQO’s early years

L;mdnn Jenkins recalls the hiStOl‘}- and
recordings of the Royal Philharmonic
in their first 15 years

Richter in Carnegie Hall

The strange story of some live 1960
recordings by the great Russian pianist is
recounted by Jed Distler

2 Contents

THE GRAMOPHONE REPRINT

46 The Gramophone in America

50

“In 1930 Sir Eugene Geeaeene wrote about
the experience of conducting and recording
in the Hollywood Bowl

The Stanford Archive of

Reeerded Seund

1A

6L

David Mermelstein has visited one of the
USA’s most important collections of sound
recordings

IAceldentaI stereo: the story so far

Duplicate reeerdmg takes irem the earl}
electrical era have been matched to
produce what some say is a form of
stereo sound. Arthur S. Pfeffer considers
the evidence

New light on analogue to digital

The producer and recording engineer
Johann-Nikolaus Matthes has talked to
Alan Sanders about his fresh approach to
remastering older recordings

Johann-Nikolaus Matthes

‘_‘Audle and the record eelleeter

John Borwick comments on information
supplied by readers regarding Emory Cook
binaural recordings

Letter frem Amenea

Arthur S. Pfeffer remembers Jehn Pl‘elffer

and discusses the New York Philharmonic
Mabhler tradition



77 Continental report

Jean-Marc Harari describes a rare and
highly desirable LP Mozart set

79 Far-Eastern report

Sachio Moroishi discusses some new MCA.
Victor reissues of Westminster recordings

80 Letters

More on plann roll mpmductlun a

pirated Horenstein recording; encounters
with Patrick Saul; CD matrix numbers
and The Packburn Transient Noise
Suppressor

84 Newreleases ...

.35.. Book rewews

Two new dlSCDg[‘dlphltS are reviewed b}r’

Brian Godfrey and John Snashall

O LPendCDreviews ...
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The next issue willbe published

onh Monday February 3rd
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THE ULTIMATE
IN RECORD
CLEANING

THE KEITH MONKS RECORD
CLEANING MACHINE

“STATE OF THE ART”
& “ACCESSORY OF
THE DECADE”

by Absolute Sound Magazine

Experts worldwide agree
“The most effective way of
cleaning records”

The Keith Monks record cleaning machine is
a tried and tested product, and is used by
broadcasting authorities and record libraries
all over the world. Records are cleaned
using a mixture of industrial alcohol and
distilled water and the surface/grooves are
scrubbed with a nylon brush. The suction
arm then traverses across the record,
removing dirt, static charge and, mare
importantly, all traces of liquid, leaving the
record completely dry, as well as clean. The
whole process can be completed in about
12 minutes per side of the record.

KEITH MONKS
SOUND SYSTEMS

THE RED HOUSE - FOWEY
CORNWALL - PL23 1JN
TEL (01726) 833783

FAX (01726) 833800
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The Art of
Graziella Sciutti
Memaries of EMI in the 1960s
Hermann Scherchen: eccentnc genius
Crucial changes in the LP market
Record buying in East Germany
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The Expert Stylus Gompany
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Collector news

David Patmore discusses the extraordinary

career of a controversial interpreter

Hermann Scherchen
Photo Myram Scharchen Collaction

The musical legacy of a

The hlST.CIl}f of the former East

Germany's record industry is related
by Graham Silcock

In Search of Eterna LPS

John Holmes recalls his ctparmnces of
buying records in East Germany

THE GRAMOPHONE REPRINT
Die Meistersinger in Dresden
In 1971 Ronald Kinloch Anderson
wrote about a major Karajan recording
project in East Germany

IThe Art of Graaella SC!UﬁI

The celebrated sapnmcr s career, art
and recordings are discussed by John T.
Hughes

Salad Days

Bill Newman recalls his expm iences of
working for EMI between 1955 and 1970

Urania — a postscript N
ICRC’s Autumn 1996 article on this
company has produced additional
information from readers

2 Contents

59

The LP collector in a

~ changing market

65

69

74

Graham Silcock has talked to a number
of dealers about changing trends in the
second-hand LP market

Spinning around America

A guide to some of the best-known
second-hand LP record shops in the
USA is provided by Frank J. Oteri

Stylus maker to the world
The Expert Stylus Company has been
visited by John Borwick

A Short History of 78rpm

Hecord Albums

80

83 |

84

85 |

oL

Douglas Lnrrlmar ti dLEh lhe hlstm y of
album designs for specific record sets

Audio and the record

collector

John Burwmk dcscnbcs an u11u51m]
Caruso reissue, and reviews some new
LP cartridges and turntables

LEITEF from ,-"—'%.ETI er ICEl

Jed Distler Ims heen ]istenmg lcr
some new CD reissues

Far-Eastern Viewpoint

Sachio Moroishi discusses some
1960s recordings of music by Japanese
COMPpOSers

Leﬂers

The 1‘¢n1d:a-te1‘ed .-"Jw Rmm.l':. Gy m’u I

the mysterious Romeo Cascarino.
and a rare Yan Beinum recording

New releases

Book rewews

Two d1xu.c:-|zrdphles‘ are reviewed
by Malcolm Walker and
Michael Tanner

Video, LP and CD reviews



10193]|09) p1023Y |EDISSE|D [BUOlIBUIDIU

6 J9quInp JE6) UOIJIPa JI3WWng

From Cylinder toCD Summer edition 1997 £4.00 US $9.50

International Classical Record Collector

Variations on
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Wilhelm

Backhaus

Taking the mystery out of
remastering

The lost art of Georges Thill
Archiving EMV’s past

Michael Tanner feasts on Koch’s
Vienna State Opera Series

Reviews include
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Variations on an
enigma

Nalen Anthoni explores
the illustrious career of
the pianist Wilhelm
Backhaus

The Koch Schwann
Vienna State Opera
Series

Michael Tanner feasts on
the 48-CD series and
reports a few regrets but
much to praise

The recording of
Johannes Brahms

Contents

The lost art of French vocalism.
Page 28 Phato Stuart-Liff Coliection

28 The art of Georges
Thill

Koch's Vienna State Opera series. Page 16

Robert Matthew-Walker
has painstakingly

researched the events that

led to the first ever
recording by a composer

Kenneth Morgan charts
the recordings that
punctuated the career of
Thill, a French tenor sans

pareil

Emi's Archive - a veritable treasure
trove. Page 38 Photo EM)

38 The EMI Archive

EMTI's Archive is now
united for the first time in
its history. Lyndon
Jenkins paid it a visit




46 Back to the future

EMI transfer engineer
Andrew Walter
demystifies the
remastering process

52 The musical legacy
of a vanished land -
part two

Graham Silcock
concludes his study of
the German Democratic
Republic and asks why it
was that the GDR’s
‘orchestras and choirs
had such a distinctive
sound

THE GRAMOPHOMNE REPRINT
62 The birth of the
gramophone

A portrait by Clara
Louise Leslie, written in
1926, of the inventor of
the gramophone, Emile
Berliner

66 Magnetic tape
recording

The advent of tape freed
artists and engineers
from the previous
restrictions of recording;
John Borwick traces its
introduction

75 Audio and the record
collector -
Demonstration discs

John Borwick searches
out some highly
collectable demonstration
LPs for the audiophile

LETTER FROM AMERIGCA
79 Capturing history
Jed Distler on some rare
recordings of live broad-
cast performances — the
ones that didn’t get away

'8 i i [
The Dresden Kreuzchor - a unique
sound? Page 52 Photo courtesy

The early trials of tape. Page 66
FPhoto BASF

DECCA

/ STEREOPHONIC
f DEMONSTRATION RECORD

( 333 ® rrPM
EXP-BS 138
NOT FOR SALE
Collectable demo discs. Page 75

Summer 1997 ICRC

FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT

80 A quartet to
remember

The Mari Iwamoto
String Quartet; not a
name familiar to Western
ears but one, says Sachio
Moroishi, worth
following up

CONTINENTAL DISPATCH
81 Punk versus
Kontrapunkt

Stephan Bultmann
surveys the German
reissue market in the
aftermath of recent
industry upheavals

83 Collector news

Ward Marston goes solo;
Naxos waxes historical

85 New releases

88 Reviews

in the next issue ...
¢ Aksel Schietz rediscovered
—thanks to Danacord

'« Lyndon Jenkins on the

eatly years of the Danish
Radio Symphony Orchest
e Memories of a ]
Scandinavian enthusiast —
Robert Layton reminisces
* Graham Silcock examines
the influential work of The
Haydn Society :

Internatfonal Classical Record Colfector is
published in the spring (Februany, summer (ay),
autumn (August] and winter (Movembaer), ICRC is
available through specialist record dealers and on
postal subscription. For subscription detals see
page 112. Whitst every effort has baen made to
ensura the accuracy of stalermants in this maga-
zing, we cannot accept responaibility for any
emors or oméssions, or for matlers arising fom
clerical or prinfers” emors, or for an acdvertiser not
completing his contract, Printed in England by
Cradey Print Lirmited 155N 1357-8189

© 1997 Gramophone Publications Limited

The next issue will be published

aon Wednesday August 6th
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Aksel Schigtz
unmaskea

Great Danes of the airwaves:
the DSRSO on record

Roy Wallace, stereo pioneer ‘&
Queen’s Hall revisited j

The man who discovered Haydn: : | : 'j?’

a history of the Haydn Society J‘:

Reviews include
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e Contents

Reliving the 1 Editorial

velvety tones
iani 5 Letters
© Schiotz. Page 7 Backhaus talkback, Mitropoulos’s Mahler Seventh
| Proto Danacord and more reissue requests
7 Aksel Schigtz unmasked
Henrik Engelbrecht assesses the work of Aksel
Schigtz, lyric tenor and national icon
= .'.;;::F o ,F The DSRSO 16 Great Danes of the airwaves
‘ SETT 0 from 1926 until Lyndon Jenkins traces a path through more than six
L torsdagskoneert | the present decades of recordings from the Danish State Radio
| :_H | day. Page 16 Symphony Orchestra

l@ N i| 26 A fiddler’'s two dozen

Martin Anderson in conversation with the violinist
Kai Laursen’s widow about his life’s work

(| oty Bbons S Wemai e mp oo, sy B, |
I [t}

30 The call of the North

Robert Layton recalls how he first started record
collecting and fell under Scandinavia’s spell

Kai Laursen:a 36 Seeking Haydn

labour of love. The history of the Haydn society of Boston,
Page 26 researched by Graham Silcock, reveals how one
Photo Danacord enthusiast was able to change the modern world’s

attitude to Haydn

46 Les Six of the piano

Roger Nichols lends a critical ear to EMT's series of
French pianists

52 Two-channel pathfinder
Malecolm Walker interviews Roy Wallace, one of The

Jeseph Haydn: Decca Record Company’s stereo pioneers

The Boston

connection. 64 Music’s crucible

Page 36 The recordings of Queen’s Hall survive, despite the
Mustration loss of the building: Lewis Foreman reconstructs the
Gramaphone hall’s recorded history

AUDID AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
72 Record player care

Advice from John Borwick on overhauling your
record player and how to go about replacing
components

Contents 2
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Jeanne-Marie
LETTER FROM AMERIGA Darré,

76 20th-century rarities dazzling in
Jed Distler recalls a musical maverick and some the Saint-
American conductors Saéns piano

concertos.
FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT Page 46

77 Japanese classics
Sachio Moroishi looks back to a great decade for
his country’s music, the 1950s

Roy Wallace,
CONTINENTAL REPORT backroom

78 Russian reissues boss. Page 52
Stephan Bultmann has news of a rediscovered Fhoto Kiemp
violinist and two vintage pianists

80 Collector news Otisien’s Halk

a historic
81 New releases acoustie.
Fhoto courtasy
33 Bﬂﬂk I"EU'iEWS LE‘WJIS Fﬂman

Reviews of EM1's centenary book Since Records
Began and Priest of Musie: The Life of Dimitri
Mitropoulos

86 LP and CD reviews

In the next issue ...

« Leopold Stokowski— 20 years on

= The art of Leonie Rysanek

« Percussionist ‘Jimmy" Blades recalls his early days as a
recording artist

« Decca’s Ring reissue: an interview with producer
Gordon Parry
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@ Compact Disc

The next issue will'be published on Monday November Srd ® Long P]:H}riﬂg Record
@ 78rpm Record
=] Compact Cassette

International Classical Record Collector is publshed In the spring X3 vHS
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From Cylinder to CD

The art of
Leonie Rysanek

A Decca double: the men behind
the sound

Stokowski: the essential
performances

Myra Hess, grande dame of
the piano

Tales from the Vienna Studios

| . ™™ Reviews include
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Leonie
Rysansk - 50

glorious years.

Page 8 Pholo
Festspiele
Bayreuth/Rauf

Harold C.
Schonberg's
favourite
romantic
pianists.
Page 14
Fhoto Sieiner

Leopold Stokowksi: the essential recordings.
Page 26 Photo Decca

1
B~ . *’*‘

Eif'

g

Recording The Ring cycle: Gordon Parry
remembers. Page 36 Fhoto Hanak-Bronader

2 Conlents

Contents

i1 Editorial

4 Letters

A grounded Dutchman. some Brahms cylinder
quibbles. and Elgar’s Crovn of India March
reinstated

8 Leonie Rysanek: a champion soprano

Alan Blyth throws the spotlight on the prodigious
carcer of Leonie Rysanek. only recently retired after
almost 50 years at the top

14 No better than my memories
The distinguished American critic Harold C.
Schonberg selects his favourite romantic pianists.
and reflects on a lifetime of listening to great
performances

26 Leopold Stokowski 20 years on
David Patmore considers the vast recorded
legacy of Leopold Stokowski and treads a path
through the thickets of the maestro’s discography

36 The keeper of the Magic Fire

Iulh Potter ldlkﬂ to Gordon Parry. a ITIE.‘I'I'leI Df
Decca’s Ring team. about his personal recollections
of recording Wagner’s epic cycle

42 Histury wlthout the hiss

William Youngren reviews Solti's reissued Der Ring
des Nibelungen, now remastered using the latest
CEDAR technology

46 Kenneth E. Wilkinson: the art of the
balance engineer

Long before the digital revolution. Kenneth E.
Wilkinson. a Decca engineer, was putting the art into
balance engineering. Charles Gerhardt, a long-time
friend and collaborator. looks back at the “Wilkie™
era with afTection

52 Grande Dame of the piano

Dame Myra Hess is now chiefly remembered for the
National Gallery concerts that she founded during
the War. Nalen Anthoni reminds us that she was a
great romantic pianist as well




60 Tales from the Vienna studios

In an uncertain post-war economy, the Vienna of the
1950s offered a wealth of opportunity for the
musical entrepreneur, as Mark W. Kluge relates.
together with piracy, deception and a host of
contractual wrangles

68 The renaissanc@-. of the valve

The valve amp]iﬁ;s:f and microphone are making a
quiet comeback. John Borwick traces the history of
this phenomenon

LETTER FROM AMERICA
Atlantic exposure

Jed Distler rounds up the latest releases to make it
across the Atlantic, and finds a few treasures of his
own

CONTINENTAL REPORT
Historic violin reissues

Stephan Bultmann delights in some recently
rediscovered historic violin recordings including
those by Viktor Pikayzen and Tossy
Spivakovsky

73

735 Collector news

76 New releases

80 Book review )
A Review of EMI's The Collector's Guide 1o *His

Muster's Voice' Sowvenirs

81 LP and CD reviews

The nextissue will be published on Monday February 2nd

|I International Classical Record Collector is published in the
spring (February), summer (May), autumn (August) and winter |
(November). ICRC is available through specialist record dealers and
on postal subscription. For subscription delails see page 112. While
every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of statements
in this magazine, we cannot accept responsibility for any errors or
omissions, or for matters arising from clerical or printers’ errors,
or for an advertiser not completing his contract.
Printed in England by Cradley Print Limited ISSN 1357-8189
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Page 46
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Myra Hess - a great romantic pianist and national
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Mengelberg, the
Mahler magician

From Russia via Hungary:
The Budapest String Quartet

Elisabeth Griimmer
remembered

Drum-beater of the world:
James Blades reminisces

5 Reviews include
. the New York
Philharmonic

historic broadcasts,

Johanna Gadski
and Horowitz's solo

European

recordings
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Contents

Editorial

Mengelberg's
role in a 4

Letters

Mahler

mystery.

Page 6

Photo E

Berlioz memories on LP, searching for Adolf Sens,
and more Josef Hofmann from Marston

Mengelberg and Mahler

Lebrecht

Collsction

16

James H. North sheds fresh light on the past
concealment of some Mahler manuscripts, since
destroved. and details the events that led to Willem
Mengelbergs part in an intriguing cover-up

The other Elisabeth

Elisabeth
Grimmer:
international
admiration.

Page 16
Fhoto 26

Soprano Elisabeth Griimmer’s largely German-
based stage career meant that international
appreciation for her rested almost entirely on
recordings. John Steane pavs tribute to her art on
record

Drum-beater of the world

Deutsche

36

The father of modern percussion playving James
Blades looks back at his long and illustrious career
from jazz ‘session man’ to working with Britten and
Stravinsky, and reveals that at 96 he’s still
experimenting

Classical LPs of great price

40

Dealer Leslie Gerber reveals some of the real rarities
that collectors would, it seems. pay almost any
amount for ...

From Russia via Budapest

e e T
James Blades: still drumming at 96. Page 25
Phaoto courtesy James Blades

Philip Hart details the long and complex history of
the Budapest Quartet, whose scrupulous attention to
detail and dedication to the genre have left us with a
standard of interpretation and performance that is.
even today, hard to surpass

Beethoven and the Budapest

S0

Graham Silcock reviews the recent Sony Classical
and Bridge reissues of the Budapest’s legendary
Beethoven quartet recordings

Gramophone: The First 75 Years

The legendary Budapest Quartet. Pages 40 and
48 Photo ERMI

2 Contents

An extract from Publisher Anthony Pollard’s
forthcoming book celebrating Gramophone’s first
75 years



54

No skeletons in the record cabinet

62

Capturing on record the unique sonority of the
harpsichord is a sensitive task. and 78rpm recording
technology has bestowed an unkind reputation on
the instrument from which it is only now recovering.
Peter Adamson traces its early recorded history

AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
Rights and wrongs of copying

John Borwick discusses the issues involved in
copying, from home taping to mass-market piracy,
and guides us through the technological implications

LETTER FROM AMERICA
Laser blues

69

Jed Distler selects_fééém CD reissues rom the US
catalogues, and wonders whether to invest in the
latest innovation - the laser turntable

FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT
Shellac passions

70

Sachio Moroishi tells of how an EMI/Toshiba
producer has restored some of the distinguished
Léner Quartet recordings

CONTINENTAL REPORT
Anniversary celebrations

Stephan Bultmann surveys Dcutsche Grammophon's
complete Beethoven edition, released to mark their
100th anniversary, a rush of Hans Zender recordings
on CPO, and reissues of violinist Oleg Kagan

Gnllg-ctor news

74

Mew releases

78

Video, LP and CD raulgws

The next issue will be published on Tuesday May 5th

In future issues ...

= 100 years of Deutsche Grammophon
= The art of Artur Rodzinski

= An interview with Roy Hendcrson

* Julian Lloyd Webber’s formative records

Spring YN8 ICRC

Appreciation
at last: the
harpsichord on
recond. Page
54 Photo Yale
Universily Music '

Philips CDR 870: the world’s first re-recordable
CD player. Page 62

Review of
Horowitz's Solo
European
Recordings,
1930-36,
reissued on
APR. Page 98
FPhoto
Gramophone
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Abbreviated dates in brackets denote original
review dates in Gramophone (AMT denotes the
Awards issue). ICRC review dates, where applicable,
lollow Gramophone dates and are indicated as
follows: Sp (Spring issue): Su{Summer); A
{Autumn): W Winter), together with the year in
which the review was published.
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Roy
Henderson
locks back
on a lengthy
and varied
career,

Page 8 Photo
courtesy Roy
Henderson

Emil Berliner:
DG's
founding
father.

Page 18
Photo DG

Artur
Redzinski: a
prolific and

intense artist.

Page 50
Pholo
courtesy
Richand
Roctzinsk

Contents

1

4

Ed_it_nria_l_

Letters

F'avlng the price for I Limmngkr 5 W mnglms_:x with
Urania, fond memories of George Weldon. and a
heated moment with harpsichordist Alice Ehlers

Zarathustra speaks out

18

Tully Potter talks to Scottish baritone Roy
Henderson, one of Decca’s first recording artists.
whose great versatility ensured him a long and
prodigious career as a singer, conductor and teacher
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e i

S52

Andrew Achenbach interviews Richard Itter, founder
of Lyrita, whose high-quality recordings have
helped put British music on the map

New York’s finest, on and off the record

The New York Philharmonic is onc of the oldest
continuously performing orchestras and has a
catalogue to match its history: James H. North
looks at the orchestra’s legacy on record

Scoring for the studio .

60

Roy Douglas, orchestrator extraordinaire, reflects on
a lesser-known side of his career which brought him
into contact with many famous artists

The Wai:saw Connection

The Warsaw Concerto began life as a Rachmaninov
pastiche in the 1941 film Dangerous Moonlight and
became so popular that it has now been recorded
over 100 times. Two men involved in the work’s
creation tell its story
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64 Cylinders: the pros and cons

The cylinder format is no longer dead: new
technology means that sounds trapped within a
cylinder’s grooves can now be realized effectively on
disc. Joe Pengelly examines their pros and cons

LETTER FROM AMERICA
67 Eax_ Am_ericana

.Jed Distler enthuses about the latest set from the
New York Philharmonic as well as interesting
reissues from new label Rockport Records

FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT
68 Scherchen revived

Sachio Moroishi celebrates an ambitious series of

Scherchen reissues

CONTINENTAL REPORT
69 Sunll_ght on Seemann

Stephan Bultmann enjoys treasures unearthed from
the archives of DG. EMI and Teldec

71 Hevigws

Reviews of the Ernest Ansermet Collection on Dante
Lys. Toscanini symphonies from RCA. a centenary
recital from baritone Roy Henderson, and much
more

101 Voice box

John T. Hughes reviews his pick of the operatic
highlights from the previous quarter

Eﬂl NE\!\I‘ releases

112 hjusical cl_'aalrs

Nalen Anthoni on the importance of capturing on
record not just the music and the artists but also a
hall’s original acoustic

The next issue will be published on November Bth, 1998

International Classical Record Collector is published in the sprng {Februany,
sumimer (May), autumn (August) and winter (November), ICAC is available through
epaciaiist record dealers and on postal subscrption, For subscriplion details see page
29. While every afiort has been mace to ensune the accuracy of statemeants ir this
magazine, we canrot accepl responsidity for any errors of omISSions, or for maters
arising from clereal o printers’ errors, or for an advertiser not completing his contract.
Printed in England by Cradiey Print Limded ISSN 1357-8189
© 1999 Gramophone Publications Limited

Autwmn [ ICRC

Memaories of
an expert
orchestrator:
Roy Douglas.
Page 52
Phalo couriesy
Roy Douglas

Getting the
Warsaw
Concertfo on
disc. Page 60
Photo BFi Fiflms

Getting to grips
with eylinders.
Page 64

Fholo courtasy
Joe Pengelly

Key to symllqls

{D Compact Disc
® Long Plaving Record
= T8 Record
 Ead Compnct Cassclle

VHS

LaserDise
@ Full price £10 and over
& Medium price £7  £999
(L] Ornly avuiluble singly
Abbreviated dates in brisckets denote original review
dute in Gramophone | AMS denotes the Awards issue).
ICAC review dates, where apphcable. fallow
Gramophone dates und are indicited as follows: Sp
[Spring issuek Su | Summer ) Au{Autmnn); Wi Winter),

vrgether with the year in which the review was pubtished,

Content: 3



The review of historic recordings Wirter 1999 £4.50 US $10.00
International Classical Record Collector

& RC

. Special
® ' Barbirolli
" centenary

on ; | ijl%hcalﬂ?el!\nért?f |
Eur pean
vmyl trall

" HAE ‘s

6661 UORIPA Jajuip

shone publication '



ICRC Winter 1999
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Life and times
of Sir John
Barbirolli, 1899-
1970. Page 10
Photo courtesy
Tully Potter

| Collection

| Barbirolli in

New York.
Page 24
Photo Tully

i Potter Collection

| Leading light of
| Ultraphon:

Georg
Kulenkampff.
Page 36

"l Photo Tully

Potter Collection

Posthumously
collectable:
Johanna
Martzy. Page 44
Photo courtesy
NYP Archives

Contents
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_ Letters

Editorial

A low-cost alternative to the varispeed 78rpm
turntable, more on the business of the flexibility of
speed, or lack of it, when recording for 78rpm and a
good word for Ormandy’s Tchaikovsky Seventh

Collector news

10

News of events to mark Sir John Barbirolli’s
centenary, a complete Weingartner edition and an
innovative listing of record company labels

BARBIROLLI CENTENARY
Hallé and glorious

Lyndon Jenkins charts the career and record_ings of
one of the greatest British conductors of the
twentieth century, Sir John Barbirolli

A Cockney in New York

30

Barbirolli’s New York tenure has often been

written off as a failure, but was it? Harris Goldsmith
lends a critical ear to those underappreciated
NYPSO recordings

Not a ‘patch’ ...

32

Lady Barbirolli recalls her husband’s calm,
unhurried approach to his work in the studios

Sound control

36

Malcolm Walker remembers some of Barbirolli’s
most celebrated EMI recording sessions

Telefunken’s rise and rise

as

Telefunken is 70 this year. Stephan Bultmann looks
back on the label’s controversial early years

A briefly burning star

52

The Hungarian violinist Johanna Martzy did not
spend long in the limelight but made recordings
which are still avidly sought after by collectors.
Tully Potter takes a look at her ill-fated career

Reviewing my progress

Gramophone’s longest-serving reviewer Lionel Salter
recalls the entertaining years he spent as a maid-of-
all-work at the BBC
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Lionel Salter
58 On the European vinyl trail s
One of the pleasures of being an LP collector is the Page 52
the thrill of the hunt. Robin Qakley reveals some of  Photo

his favourite European LP haunts Gramophane

AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
62 Isitorisn'tit...?

The most difficult task when it comes to
transferring 78rpm discs is that of getting the
pitch right. Roger Beardsley elaborates on the
problems involved

LETTER FROM AMERICA Digging for
66 Piano foretastes i
Jed Distler enthuses about forthcoming Arrau Page 58
releases, and news of Glenn Gould rarities Photo Image
Bank
FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT
67 Karajan in Japan
A historical soundbite from Karajan's 1954 tour of
Japan has just been released. Sachio Moroishi reports
CONTINENTAL REPORT
68 A tragic trio )  Caruso:
Stephan Bultmann draws our attention to the human  comparisons
tragedy behind Podium Legenda’s Piihoda with Demis
Collection Roussos.
Page 62
69 Book review Photo

Volume 2 of the German Discographie der deutschen — Gramophone
Gesangsaufnahmen reviewed

70 LP and c;u reviews
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Felix
Weingartner.
Page 8
Engraving Tutly
Potler Collection

Kim Borg.
Page 28
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Engelbrecht

Oswald
Kabasta.

Page 34
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Peter Rybar.
Page 44
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Contents

Editorial

Letters

Barbirolli’s Mahler First; questions of speed regard-
ing turntables, recording lathes and 78rpm discs; the
ins and outs of Ampex tape recorders; and two
venues for buying second-hand or deleted LPs

Collector news

20

The FRMS weekend: a new reissue label; pldn:. fora
mouth-watering Erica Morini edition; a mammoth
Menuhin memorial; a biography of another great
fiddler; and a lot of good things to look out for

nggartnar. Eastern approaches

Christopher Dyment reconsiders the career and
recorded legacy of Felix Weingartner, one of the
greatest conductors of the early 20th century, in the
light of a comprehensive new Japanese edition

Purveyor of the sound-beautiful

28

34

Walter Gieseking was among the greatest pianists
but his career had puzzling aspects. Nalen Anthoni
considers his art as revealed in his recordings and

relates it to the teaching of Karl Leimer

Hntes from below the stave

Henrik Engelbrecht spends some time in the com-
pany of the Finnish bass-baritone and composer
Kim Borg. who is now 80, and finds that there is a
good deal more to him than strikes the mike

Kabasta's catastrophe

42

David Patmore sheds light on a shddowy musical
figure who was both a victor and a victim of the
Third Reich and ended up taking his own life

Clubs were trumps

Classics Club was the first English budget label. Its
beginning, the origins of its catalogue, its rise and
eventual demise are charted by David Patmore

Turnlng the tables

The record review can be as much Gf an drt form as
the recording it seeks to criticise. One of the leading
practitioners, Mortimer H. Frank, shares a few of
the secrets and the pitfalls with us
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56 Surrounded by sound
Does anyone now remember quadraphony?
John Borwick reminds us of the whys and where-
fores, as “surround sound’ starts to make a comeback

LETTER FRAROM AMERICA
61 Now you see it...

Jed Distler tells us about new videos of old concerts
and the excitements in store from two leading labels

FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT
62 Early visitors to Japan

A lavish set highlights the artists who formed pre-war
Japanese musical taste. Sachio Moroishi lends an ear

CONTINENTAL REPORT
64 Richter discoveries

Stephan Bultmann finds out how the memory of the
pianist Svyatoslav Richter is being kept green

66 78 review

The 22nd issue of Historic Masters is evaluated

ﬁﬂ LP reviews

70 CD reviews -

Including blockbusters from Philadelphia and New
York: Klemperer; Kabasta; Munch: Furtwiingler;
Moiseiwitsch; Seefried: Bruscantini; and the only
major recording by the violinist Cecilia Hansen

102 Voice box
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Ernest
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Page 68
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Sesto
Bruscantini.
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304 N_ew releases
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Alan Blyth on an unfairly m;élcrctcd masterpicce
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2 (Lontents

Emmy Destinn.

- Page 10
~  Photo courtesy

of 5. Hanig

Victor de
Sabata.

Page 20

Phato Tully
Fotter Collection

Ernest Lough.
Page 30
Fhoto courtesy
of EMI

o The saga

continues.

Page 36

Contents

Editorial

Letters

Two sidelights on the controversial career of Walter
Giescking: more on that Mahler First; Tristan discs
made in Argentina; and a paean to Lillian Nordica
with a plea for some reissues of her records

Collector news

10

The Phonofair; farewell to Roy Henderson, Kim
Borg and Lionel Salter; recordings of the violinist
Tibor Varga; rare Bantock acetates rescued; a book
about Gerontius; and good things to look out for

The fur_t_:e of Destinn

20

Stanley Henig sets the illustrious career of the great
Czech dramatic soprano Emmy Destinn in the
context of her own time and listens to some of her
best records, which are now sadly underrated

30

Caesar or Satan?
Victor de Sabata was among the finest conductors
of his time but he did not make many recordings.
Kenneth Morgan discovers that there is more of the
maestro’s art available than we may think

How Lough took wing

36

Celebrated Temple Church choirboy Ernest Lough,
who died recently, tells his own story and reveals
some of the secrets behind the best-selling disc of
Mendelssohn’s anthem ‘Hear my prayer’

The saga of Saga Records

44

David Patmore concludes his survey of the early
days of the English budget label with a look at the
triumphs and tragedies of Saga and its associates

Fourth man in the trio

48

Jacob Harnoy, one of two Toronto experts in audio

restoration who set the agenda for 78rpm reissues in
Canada, talks frankly to Carlos Maria Solare

Cut his teeth on 78s

Jed Distler meets the other Toronto guru, David
Lennick, and his engineering associate Graham
Newton, for a tutorial in transfer philosophy
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52 Who's afraid of the Internet? et e

Those dread letters ‘www’ do not have to stand for Page 52
‘world-weary worriers’. John Borwick finds that a
collector of any age can gain much from browsing
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LETTER FROM AMERICA falalogae

Orgusizal la

61 Love and Haight

Jed Distler goes shopping for 78s and vinyl in San
Francisco and heralds some remarkable reissues

FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT

62 Heavenly Seventies _ Karl Haas.
Three CDs of recordings made in the 1970s have the Page 78
hallmark of a golden age, thinks Sachio Moroishi Photo courtesy

of EMI

GCONTINENTAL REPORT
63 At last a Dieskaugraphy
They said it was impossible but Stephan Bultmann
reveals that a prolific baritone has been codified

68 Book review
A fascinating tome is devoted to Opera on Film

69 LP reviews

70 CD reviews

Including Beethoven from Georgescu, Sibelius from
Ehrling, Brahms from Toscanini, Schubert from
Erdmann, a Fischer-Dieskau birthday box, two
discs of boy sopranos and that Destinn ‘Carmen’
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Eduard van
Beinum.

Page 12
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. Chaliapin and
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Page 38
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The riches of
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Contents

Editorial

Letters

Readers™ contributions to the story of Classics Club:
a very long LP; Simoneau on silver; more about that
Mahler First: views on reviewing; questions re a
Requiem: and a plea for Robert Irving releases

Collector news

12

Travel notes from our US correspondent, on the
loose in Europe; two Philharmonic discographical
fillibusters; more vintage Gilbert and Sullivan: and
a great pianist’s earliest recordings reissued

The man who burnt himself up

22

Eduard van Beinum died early and was forgotten
all too soon. In his centenary year Graham Silcock
looks at his art through the prism of the fine
ensemble he led, the Concertgebouw Orkest

Eduard van Beinum: The LA tapes

28

Laurence Vittes discovers that there is also an
American dimension to the story of this great
Netherlands conductor, involving a devoted sound
engineer and his custom-built tape machine

Poet and peasant

38

The aristocratic Rachmaninoff and the lowly-born
Chaliapin were an unlikely couple of friends.
Michael Scott compares and contrasts these two
icons of 20th-century Russian music

In search of Kolessa

50

She was one of Europe’s most successful pianists but
she died in Canada in obscurity. Jack Silver reveals
the tantalising, often tragic story of Lubka Kolessa

A collector among the collectives

58

Gregor Tassie recalls the many musical excitements
of the LP heyday of Melodiya, the largest. most
mysterious record company the world has known

Hitting the high notes

From near extinction in the World War I trenches.
George Eskdale progressed to become perhaps the
world’s finest trumpeter. Tully Potter tells his story
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64 Pandora’s magic box

Pierre Pacquin points out that restoring post-war
Victor records requires the reversal of the damage
wrought by a little-known piece of equipment

@

LETTER FROM AMERICA

66 Vis for...

Jed Distler can be found among the Vanguards, not
to mention all those Vox reissues of Horenstein

FAR-EASTERMN VIEWPOINT
67 French foursomes

Sachio Moroishi previews a remarkable 20-disc set
of Parisian string quartet ensembles of the past

CONTINENTAL REPORT
68 Prince Josef

Stephan Bultmann considers the art of that unique
Czech violinist Suk on the eve of his retirement

1_’_0 Book reviews_

The Editor tests the latest tranche of discographies

71 78 reviews

72 LP reviews

74 CD reviews

A set and individual discs devoted to Eduard van
Beinum; several Clara Haskil recitals; a Lubka
Kolessa box; the Léner Quartet; and Eva Turner
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David Patmore gives his line on being online
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29

Editorial

Letters

Memories of van Beinum; fascinating
sidelights on that Mozart Requiem;
some good record shops to visit;

and the Melodiya lingers on

Collector news

An eminent oboist recalled; a new
Japanese reissue label; the death of
Donald Graham; record stores in
Hollywood; and a full Chaliapin edition

Molto improvvisato

Igor Kipnis remembers working in the
studio with Leopold Stokowski and
reviews some new or recenl releases

Stoky and the Philharmanic
Richard Gate on Stokowski's New York
sojourn and the recordings he made
with the Philharmonic-Symphony

Magic, fiery
What made Stokowski so special?

John L. Holmes presents a personal view

38

95

56

62

Stokowski goes native
The conductor was accused of
neglecting his own country’s
music. Edward Johnson comes
to his defence

Your room a Cancert Hall
lerome E. Weber in America and
David Patmore in Britain investigate
the amazing history and artistic legacy
of the very first record club

Rarissima

David Patmore considers an
unlikely candidate for a collector’s
item; an LP of Otto Klemperer in
Amsterdam

Sullivan’s humble servant

Isidare Gadfrey kept the D'Oyly Carte
Opera Company going. David Steadman
provides a centenary profile

AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
How to ba a DAB hand

John Borwick harkens to Digital Radio
and decides it has considerable potential
for listening to serious music
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Solti planissimo
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by the conductor

68

CRC Historic Awards 2000
The winners, the nominated discs and a
brief account of the judges’ listening day

70
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76
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78

Book reviews

LP review

CD reviews

A box from Chicago; a set devoted
to the violinist Erica Morini;

the Sevéik and Léner Quartets;
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Decca Gilbert and Sullivan
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12

Editorlal

Letters

More of readers’ views about Eduard van
Beinum; revelations from Ted Perry on
some of those pseudonyms;

Ernest Borsamsky demythologised
(a little); and a good US record store

Collector news

Preview of a study day at the British
Library on a century of recording; and an
obituary of the great A&R director of
Nonesuch, Teresa Sterne

A golden age deferred

Richard Freed recalls how the Belgian
conductor Désiré Defauw came to
Chicago, made fine records but failed to
conquer one critic

The dynastic duo

Alfred Dubois and Marcel Maas made up
one of the finest sonata combinations on
record and Dubois on his own was a
great soloist, the Editor contends

38

50

45

Poirot lunaire

In his second study of Belgium’s brightest
musical luminaries, the Editor focuses on
the Quatuor Pro Arte of Brussels, which
thrived on both old and new music and
recorded extensively in that great decade
for chamber music, the 1930s

Song of Sweden

The tenor Jussi Bjrling devoted some
of his last studio sessions to revisiting
popular romantic Swedish songs and
ballads with his favourite conductor,
as Stefan Névermyr recalls

The last survivor

Historic Masters Limited is the one
remaining organisation that represses
78rpm vocal and operatic treasures from
the original metals held by the EMI
Archive. Stanley Henig is our guide

Rarissima

David Patmore tells the intriguing story
behind the sought-after solo Bach
recordings which the Romanian violinist
George Enescu made in New York at the
very end of his illustrious career
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Editorial

Letters

A moving sidelight on the Quatuor Pro
Arte; Stokowski's NYPSO recordings and
a strong defence of Rodzinski; the latest
Toscanini reissues; a lion’s roar; and more
about those Concert Hall tapes

Collector news

The quest for the Lost Boys continues;
the late Graziella Sciutti and Terence
Judd recalled; more acoustic Gilbert and
Sullivan: and Opus Kura's latest issues

The lost generation

Not all the great conductors lived 1o
become grand old men. John L. Holmes
gives brief but penetrating consideration
to a handful of memorable maestros

The Fine arls

Dennis Roaney talks to the Mercury
Classics session producer Wilma Cozart
Fine, who gave us a whole generation of
outstanding LP performances

32

41

42

52

ONTENTS

The Mercury sound

Kenneth Morgan looks at the label’s
mono products, to commemorate a half
century of the ‘Living Presence’ series

Oasis in the Midwest

The Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra
has had a chequered career. Richard
Evidon chronicles the highlights and
profiles its many chief conductors

Rarissima

The Editor remembers the Jandcek
Quartet and a superb studio recording
that got away from most of us

Robert the Devil

The art of the inimitable English operatic
bass Robert Radford is pondered in
depth by the Editor, a longtime admirer

AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
Alive, alive-o

John Borwick writes of the pros and cons
of recording ‘live’ and offers some
personal memories of the War Requiem
sessions he attended as an observer
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Focusing on detail

In his first dispatch, Mortimer H. Frank
takes a philosophical standpoint on a
topic of interest to all collectors
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Subtly spacious

Sachio Moroishi investigates the new JVC
restorations of some classic recordings by
Reiner, Munch and centenarian Heifetz

59

CONTINENTAL REPORT

Artists in view

Stephan Bultmann has been viewing the
productions of a TV channel devoted to
the leading musicians of the past

60

REVIEWS

62

62 Book reviews
66 78 review

67 LP review

68 CD reviews

Sets featuring Guido Cantelli, Leonard

Bernstein and Hermann Abendroth; the
Hungarian Quartet in Beethoven; Oscar
Matzka, Robert Radford and many more

Voice box

100

New releases

102

Musical chairs

112

George Kyrkos-Tayas dreams of Maria

Callas, a Wagnerian might-have-been
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Editorial

Letters

Readers have written in about some of
their favourite record shops, past and
present; Eduard van Beinum is recalled;
and the Toscanini reissues are defended

Collector news

Deutsche Grammophon starts a series of
reissues from the Westminster catalogue;
an Edwin Fischer edition; rare tenors;
and treasures of the Temple Church

A hard Szell

Reminiscences of working in the

studio under the famous martinet by
Howard Snell, who was then one of the
best orchestral trumpeters but has since
established himself as a conductor

A Fine way to go stereo

Dennis Rooney concludes a conversation
with the great Mercury producer Wilma
Cozart Fine by talking about the move to
two-channel sound and the CD reissues

22

30

38

45

46

Mercury still rising

Kenneth Morgan considers Mercury in
the stereo era and nominates some of his
favourites among the legions of LPs

Crystal Palace on shellac

A surprising quantity of 78rpm discs
were recorded on location in the massive
glass edifice. Lewis Foreman gives the
background and listens to the results

Unforgetiable Szigeti

Duncan Druce trains a violinist's ear on
the recorded legacy of the Hungarian
master who sounded old-fashioned but
championed much of the new music

Rarissima

Now it can be revealed: Christopher
Breunig explains his role in the creation
of a Furtwingler myth but the central
mystery remains as opaque as ever

Maggi's remedies

Laurence Vittes hears from Maggi Payne
how she goes about restoring the sound
on the historical Music & Arts releases
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Mortimer H. Frank considers a rather
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Quartets from Japan
Sachio Moroishi introduces some of the
carly "Western” music by his compatriots

5‘1 CONTINENTAL REPORT
Taschner treasure
Stephan Bultmann writes about a cult
violinist and a worthwhile cellist

52 AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
Borwick's best buys
Are you thinking of updating any of your
playing equipment? If so, John Borwick's
article should be your first port of call
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Editorial

Letiers

Recording Bruno Walter's last version of
Das Lied von der Erde; working in an old-
fashioned record department; and a
Concert Hall Society mystery

Collector news

A club for baroque enthusiasts; a Sibelius
compilation; a biography of Tom Jenkins;
a former choirboys’ reunion; and a series
devoted to the composer Herman Koppel

Walter takes his place in Valhalla
Mortimer H. Frank considers the great
conductor’s studio recordings; Harris
Goldsmith recalls his first impressions;
and Erik Ryding tantalises us with a
project that never came to fruition

The Haydn seekers

What is good Haydn style and where is it
to be found on record? Antony Hodgson,
who has been pondering these questions
for a lifetime, provides some answers

Saint-Saéns in the studio

Bryan Crimp explains how it came about
that the French composer made his
super-rare records for G&T and HMV

Sibelius’s violin muses

Five female violinists were among the
first to record the most popular of all
violin concertos; and Anja lgnatius was
perhaps the best, as the Editor relates

The saga of Old Sib

Lyndon Jenkins investigates a Walter
Legge anecdote and finds the producer
being economical with the truth

The CRC Historic Awards

A list of the winners and the other top
nominees, with the Editor’s usual
account of the judges’ listening day

AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
2001: a hi-fi odyssey

John Borwick tells of how he became
interested in records, worked for the BBC
and got in on the ground floor of the
burgeoning hi-fi movement



Rarissima

David Patmore wonders why some of
Clara Haskil’s Mozart performances are
not more widely disseminated on CD

58

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Trimming the sales at Sony

Down among the empty CD bins in New
York is a puzzled Mortimer H. Frank

59

FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT

Fournier in Japan

Sachio Moroishi brings an exceptional
set of Bach cello Suites to our attention

CONTINENTAL REPORT

Russian rouleite

Stephan Bultmann listens to some of the
fine Eastern European artists whose discs
tend to get away from Western collectors

61

62 REVIEWS

62 Book reviews
Biographies of Bruno Walter,
Malcolm Sargent and Denis Stevens

CD reviews

Two sets of Edwin Fischer; a Bruno
Walter concert; two legendary Bax
performances; Anja Ignatius's Sibelius;
four Brazilian pianists; Denis Stevens
conducts; Chaminade and Saint-Saéns

Voice box

100
102

Mew releases

Musical chairs

112

Richard Gate makes a pitch for Pinza
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22

Editorial

Letters

More evidence about Bruno Walter’s
1960 Das Lied, an appeal for news of
former boy sopranos; another argument
for “The Other Path’; praise for Boult and
Swarowsky; Sir Thomas in Sheffield

Collecior news

The first binaural tapes made by a top
Anierican orchestra come 1o light; Robert
Casadesus gets his own Edition; a report
on the CRC Historic Awards evening

Moscow dynamo

Kyrill Kondrashin was one of the most
interesting Russian conductors of the
20th century; Gregor Tassie considers his
art in the context of his life of struggle

High society

[david Patmore probes the astonishing
story of The Record Society, a mail-order
outler with a difference that thrived in
the late 19505 and the early 1960s

| 32

4

42

50

54

Coloratura with colour

Amelita Galli-Curci had a unique way
with the bel canto repertoire. George Hall
talls under her spell all over again

Pastoral interlude

Antony Hodgson brings technology to
bear on the guestion of whether Wilhelm
Furtwiingler ever observed the exposition
repeat in Beethoven’s Sixth Symphony

The poet of cool

What was it that made Robert Casadesus
a great pianist? Benjamin Ivry attempts
to unravel his mystique and the Editor
writes brieflv about him as a composer

AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
Class of 78

loe Pengelly reflects that if you cannol
work out what to do with all those musty
78rpm discs, you may as well play them
and have some good old-fashioned fun

RARISSIMA

Early Simon Rattle

What happened to the boy wonder's first
recordings? David Patmore finds that
they are not all as easily available as one
might expect from the maestro's fame
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55 LETTER FROM AMERICA
Compact versus concert
Mortimer H. Frank muses on the ways in

which recordings and the radio affect

people’s attitudes to live concerts

56 FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT
Echoes of Saonoda in Europe
Sachio Moroishi alerts Western listencrs
to the art of a remarkable Japanese
musician who worked in Germany

57 CONTINENTAL REPORT
The well-tempered pianists
Stephan Bultmann reminds us that not
all the good German keyboard artists

were born in the 19th century

58 REVIEWS

58 Book reviews
Rattle, Dawson & Raisa biographies

61 Video reviews
62 LP reviews
64 CD reviews

Boston 50 and New York PO boxes; a
Basil Cameron set; the Genesis Suite;
Zara Nelsova; Gérard Souzay; Chaliapin

1 DO Voice box
1 02 Mew releases

1 12 Musical chairs

Benjamin Ivry on a great exponent of the

guitar and lure, Joseph ladene
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Editorial

Letters

The joys of a Spanish department store’s
CD sections; repairs to a Furtwangler
Brahms recording; points on Bruno
Walter and Haydn; praise of Galli-Curci;
and a plea for copies of Grieg’s G&Ts

Collector news

Farewell to Keith Hardwick, Igor Kipnis
and Michael G. Thomas; Sofronitsky in
the classroom; a Schnabel edition; Peter
Rybar reissues; and a Fonotipia register

The question of Ansermet

David Patmore assesses Ernest Ansermet
in the light of his most congenial and
characteristic repertoire, the Russians, the
French and early 20th-century composers

Classical clockwork

Malen Anthoni looks at an oft-neglected
side of Ansermet, his penchant for the
Viennese Classical composers, and comes
up with some challenging conclusions

34

38

48

49

Apostle of Brahms?

In the first of two articles about the
German conductor Max Fiedler,
Christopher Dyment outlines his life
story and the critical reaction to his art

The tenor of tenors

Stanley Henig marks the centenary of the
recordings by Enrico Caruso with which
the gramophone finally came of age

Winterthur's vintage violinist
Tully Potter spends a day in the company
of a collectors’ cult figure, fiddler Peter
Rybar, soloist, orchestral concertmaster,
quartet leader, teacher and raconteur

Rarissima

As Zdenek Macal is chosen to head the
Czech Philharmonic, we look at one of
his earliest recordings with the orchestra

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Cutouts and curios

Two New York record stores have such
interesting stock that Mortimer H. Frank
can often be found among the browsers



50 FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT
Tokyo's finest
Sachio Moroishi listens to concerts by
Ernest Ansermet and others, from a new
CD edition celebrating 75 years of the
capital’s crack NHE Symphony Orchestra

5 1 CONTINENTAL REPORT
Radio rarities
Stephan Bultmann, visiting the German
Mational Broadcasting Archive, finds
some exceptional documents in sound

52 AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
Two-channel blues
Christopher Breunig casts his mind back
to the cataclysmic upheavals of the 1950s
in the recording and hi-fi industries and
wonders if stereophony really was a boon

56 REVIEWS

56 Book reviews

60 Video reviews

61 LP reviews

62 CD reviews
Ansermet reissues; Inghelbrecht conducts
Debussy; Dohndnyi at Cleveland; Max
Fiedler broadcasts; Peter Rybar plays
chamber music; two Offenbach opérettes

100 Voice box

102 MNew releases

112 Musical chairs
Mark W. Kluge makes a plea for the

proper pitching of recordings
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Editarial

Letiers

Charles Munch exonerated from that
charge of laziness and his Daphnis discs
explained; more on Mravinsky and the
Shostakovich 13th; origins of Almeida’s
Haydn; and Herbert Menges defended

Collector news

Important editions from Prague and
Hamburg honour great Czech musicians
— a conductor and a chamber group;

more treasures from BMG/RCA Japan

Rarissima
In recalling one of the greatest German

string quartet ensembiles, the Editor
focuses on neglected performances of

music by an equally disdained composer

Goossens’s apocalypse

John L. Holmes profiles a conductor and
compaoser who did much for British, US

and Australian music but had his career

virtually ended by a regrettable scandal

An unsung master

Robert Matthew-Walker brings some of
Goossens's recording work to collectors'
attention, while Lewis Fareman writes of
the conductor'’s Australian musical legacy

28

36

43

44

49

Dismal disasters on disc

Some of those recorded performances
that the artists concerned would probably
like to have back, discussed (with his
fingers in his cars) by Leslie Gerber

Segovia - and over

Jack Silver reminds us there was more to
the classical guitar on 78rpm discs than
the recordings of one Spanish master

Once more with feeling

Antony Hodgson wonders why some
artists omit the repeats which have been
carefully marked by composers — does
disc length have anything to do with it?

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Schwann Gesang

Mortimer H. Frank mourns the passing
of the catalogue which for decades has
been the bible of US record collectors

Pauses for thought

Concluding Christopher Dyment’s major
profile of the conductor Max Fiedler with
a look at the studio and radio recordings

FAR-EASTERMN VIEWPOINT
Artur in the round

Sachio Moraishi picks some plums from
the new Schnabel edition on 32 CDs



30
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61

The recordings of...

John T. Hughes kicks off this new series
of occasional pieces with a consideration
af the Catalan tenor Juan Oncina, who
was famed for his Rossini singing but
strayed disastrously into heavier roles

AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
Hi-yo silver!

John Borwick returns to his lifctime’s
adyssey in hi-fi to complete the story; on
the way he notes the 30th birthday of the
digital LP, as well as the 20th anniversary
of the now ubiquitous compact disc

CONTINENTAL REPORT

Hidden talents

In his last column for CRC, Stephan
Bultmann puts in a word for some of the
excellent violinists from the former
Saviet Union whom fame passed by

65

74

100
102
112

REVIEWS

Book reviews

Recording in Australia; John Barbirolli
Video reviews

Michelangeli, Richter, Sutherland, Callas
LP reviews

Haskil, Scherchen, Abbado

CD reviews

Klemperer in Copenhagen and Sydney;
Kubelik in Munich and Chicago; the
Quatuor Pro Arte; the Oirst Madam
Butterfly, and the Knappertsbusch Ring

Volce box
New releases
Musical chairs

Christopher Breunig warns against
thinning out your collection
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Editorial

Letters

More facts about Max Fiedler; repeats in
Schubert and Beethoven; Bruno Walter
in bulk; questions about Ansermet; good
record shops; and aspects of Goossens

Collector news

Farewell to Rybar and Solomon; Leopold
Stokowski Society publications; a film on
Yevgeni Mravinsky; EMI in the numbers
game; and a revamped record magazine

Rarissima

John T. Hughes expatiates on the tenor
Helmut Krebs singing arias by Handel, a
disc from the 1950s that still has much
relevance for the vocal connoisseur

The lion tamer of Leningrad
Gregor Tassie discovers that, contrary to
all the luridly exaggerated accounts that
have appeared in the West, there was a
humane, lovable side to the legendary

St Petersburg maestro Yevgeni Mravinsky

Mravinsky and the Fifth
Tchaikovsky’s E minor Symphony played
a more important role in the conductor’s
career than any other work. Christopher
Breunig lends an ear to the recordings

30

37

38

46

Gabor’s gap in the market

In the first article of his two-part survey
of Remington’s non-vocal issues, David
Patmore focuses on the label’s history
and the many fine pianists it recorded

Rough-cut vocal gems

The voices that appeared on Remington,
some of them memorable for the wrong
reasons, are recalled with affection by an
avid collector of the LPs, John T. Hughes

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Wisdom of Solomon

Mortimer H. Frank mourns the passing
of the co-founder of Vanguard Records, a
personal friend and innovative producer
who helped 1o change the way we listen

The pride of Prades

Thanks to photo-journalist Paul Moor,
we are able to relive the early days of the
Casals Festival — socks, a one-bath hotel,
the fleas that tease in the high Pyrenees,
inflamed artistic temperaments and all

Smetana’s humble servant

The Moravian tenor Beno Blachut had a

satisfying career in both opera house and
studio, despite the obstacles placed in his
path by crass officialdom. Joshua Cohen

remembers his ringing, distinctive tones
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FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT

Sanderling and Saxon splendour
Sachio Moroishi waxes nostalgic about 58
Kurt Sanderling’s visits to Japan, one of 60
which has now been preserved on CDs 61

REVIEWS

53

Book reviews

CD-ROM review

DVD reviews

62 LP reviews

AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR 63 CD reviews

Adventures in space Stokowski and the NYP5SO; the 1951

54

For H.B. Pollard, the acoustic of both the
recording venue and the listening room is
one of the key factors in enjoying your

Casals Festival; award-winning Fauré
piano music; the young Kogan; Heifetz
discoveries; Blachut in his best role

collection, especially if you still play LPs
Voice box

100
102
112

CONTINENTAL REPORT

From Paris with love

Our new Continental correspondent,
Norbert Hornig, begins his tenure with a
look at the new issues of Ferras, Milstein,
Casadesus, Cziffra and other soloists

57

Mew releases

Musical chairs

Please hold the applause on live concert
recordings, begs Richard Freed
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Letters
Boult'’s Nixas; a few points on piracy; the
relationship between Richter and Dorliac

clarified; Pistol identified; a Dalibor to
remember; and more dismal disasters

;ollector news
Close encounters of the VAI kind; the
twilight of Romophone; farewell to John
Barker, Michael Oliver and Ted Perry;
a composite Ring and a lack of shellac

Rarissima

The Remington saga has pointed up
some fascinating issues which David
Patmore details: one features Clemens
Krauss, responsible for another rarity

Remington batans and hows
David Patmore concludes his survey of
the non-vocal Remington LPs with a look
at some of the distinguished conductors
and string players who graced the label

LETTER FROM AMERICA

MNew lite for the Vox pops
Mortimer H. Frank sees a new departure
by the Vox label in America as a possible
solution to the back catalogue problem,
for minor and major companies alike

20

26

30

37

38

Fhe well-tempered conducior

To mark the 20th anniversary of

Sir Adrian Boult'’s death, Jon Tolansky
offers an affectionate memaoir of the great
conductor and considers some of his
recordings from a player’s point of view

The byways of Boult

One of Sir Adrian’s endearing traits was
that he would record anywhere and for
anyone with his beloved LPO; David
Patmore rummages among the results

Bouit, Mahler and the modemns
Sir Adrian's contribution to the Mahler
revival has been forgotten and many of
his other selfless acts on behalf of the
composers of his time have been glossed
over; Lewis Foreman makes amends

FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT

Pulling sitrings

For his last column, Sachio Moroishi
listens to historic recitals recorded in
Tokyo by two of the great violinists,
Henryk Szeryng and Lola Bobesco

,,,,,

Boult — the formative years

In 1972 Christopher Dyment conducted
an interview with Sir Adrian Boult about
some of his famous predecessors; it is

here published complete for the first time



46

54

59

George Hall chronicles the stage and
studio career of one of Italy’s best-loved
sopranos, Toti Dal Monte, who was a
favourite with the audience at La Scala

but made relatively few recordings

AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
Jonathan Kettle feels that two-channel
CD is starting to show its age, now that
we can enjoy high resolution surround

sound on bath DVD-Audio and SACD

CONTINENTAL REPORT

Norbert Hornig has been lending an ear
to the first issues in the massive edition
Supraphon is devoting to Karel Anderl

E-u Bool reviews
Rudolf Serkin and Blanche Arral

LP reviews

8&R

CD reviews

Rudolf Kempe reissued; Erich Kleiber
at NBC; the great New Music Quartet
in Beethoven; Robert Shaw’s early choral

discs; Bruno Walter's Salzburg Figaro

100 Veice box

Max Loppert would like to take back a

few words he wrote about Argerich
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Readers write in with some of their own
‘dismal disasters on disc’; a request for
information; views on piracy; cylinders
of a guitarist; and scenc-shifter Boult

A briel report of the ceremony at which
the CRC Awards for 2003 were presented;
and some good news for those who still
like to play 78rpm discs of great singers

Yvonne Printemps, our cover girl, was the
leading exponent of opérette in her time
and composers queued up to write for
her; Patrick O'Conner considers her
carcer on stage, on film and on record

The Editor reports on the judges’ final
deliberations which led to this year's
Awards; and a complete listing is given of
the nominees and the eventual winners

The great Hungarian string ensemble led
by Jent Léner was so popular in the years
between the wars that it won a Gold

Disc; why, then, was it 5o soon forgotten?

32

36

50

51

Antony Hodgson discovers that this
Canadian conductor is still going strong,
but has difficulty in turning up more
than a dozen or so records of his art

Giulia Ravogli was part of a remarkable
operatic sister act, and in her own right
was regarded as one of the stars of her
era; she even made records and Paul
Lewis wonders what became of them

Nowadays we mostly remember Gino
Marinuzzi for one of the greatest opera
performances on disc; Angelo Scottini
argues that there was much more to him

Leslie Gerber's eves popped out when he
came across an LP of the violinists Devy
Erlih and Henri Merckel playing Bach;
he explains why it is so difficult to find

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Mortimer H. Frank ruminates on the
laws of copyright as they are applied to
recordings in America, and suggests that
perhaps things have gone a little too far



92

53

54

FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT

In his first dispatch, Shuichiro Kawai
gi?zs us his thuughts on wh}' S0 many
artists of the past are revered, making
Japan a happy hunting ground for CDs

CONTIMEMTAL REPORT

Norbert Hornig concentrates on the fine
series of studio performances by great
artists which is being issued jointly by
Hiinssler and the Sudwest-Rundfunk

AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
Lonn Henrichsen advises readers on how

to move over to the brave new musical
world of high resolution home listening

59
61

100
102
112

Peter Bartok's memories of his father

Koussevitzky in Brahms; Wand and
Weingartner in Beethoven; Furtwingler
on Original Masters; Schuricht Concert
Hall records; historic Ravel interpreters;
Kolassi in song: the complete Vezzani

Stanley Henig confesses to a secret love
of Verdi's La forza del destino
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20

Sidelights on Boult's economical work
in the studio; in praise of Herbert Zipper;
revelations of Maouthly Letter reviewers

Where to buy vinyl in Vienna; return of
Biddulph and Nimbus to active service;
fifth anniversary CDs from BBC Legends

John Canarina, himself a pupil of the
great French conductor, considers the
Monteux recorded legacy and concludes
that he was not as Gallic as he appeared

Jon Tolansky talks to former members of
the LSO about the man who, when aged
86, insisted on having a 25-year contract

The Japanese label Opus Kura has caused
a stir with its transfers from 78rpm discs;
Shuichiro Kawail finds out how it is done

28

34

38

48

49

Orchestral and instrumental rarities
from the LP era are lovingly described by
an unreconstructed vinylist, Bill Newman

Believe it or not, Dame Janet Baker has
turned 70; the Editor meets her to talk
about her life and a few of her records

The tenor Hugues Cuénod can look back
on 101 years, most of them spent at the
Lop of his profession, savs Benjamin lvry

The real Budapest Quartet was made up
of three Hungarians and a Dutchman;
Tully Potter tries to rescue its reputation

What is Vittorio Gui's Le nozze di Figaro
doing on this page? asks David Phillips

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Meortimer H. Frank reports on the huge
controversy occasioned by the NYPO's
decision to move back to Carnegic Hall
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50

Shuichiro Kawai laments the demise of
our contemporary Classic Press, which
aimed to cover all CDs imported to Japan

51 CONTINENTAL REPORT

Marbert Hornig resumes his Bohemian

theme, looking at the latest issues in the
Anéerl Edition and some Kubelik finds

52 AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
In the final part of his overview of the
new high resolution audio formats, Lonn
Henrichsen decides — with caveats — that
the technology has some real potential

58

58

60

63

64

65
Beethoven from Chicago; a box devoted
to the Concertgebouw; Giinter Wand's
Cologne Mozart; rare recordings by
Rudolf Kolisch; Remington's Aida returns

100
102
112

Martin Leigh hails Casals the conductor
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CONTENTS

Editorial

Letters

A lost opéra-comique; Monteux tales;
another dismal disc disaster; good things
missed out by Chesky; and some Boult
treasures that are worthy of reissue

Coliector news

Lonn Henrichsen in Mew York and John
Borwick at Heathrow mingle with the
audio folk and find some engagingly
traditional opinions being advanced

Lots of love from Lodz

Paul Kletzki accumulated many admirers
during his lifetime, not least among his
fellow musicians, but his star has faded;
Kenneth Morgan breaks a lance for him

Recordings of ... Russell Oberlin
Joshua Caohen feels that this natahle
American artist was unique among the
greal countertenors of the 20th century
in the range of music he encompassed

24

33

34

43

Rarissima

Only one of the many recordings of
Messiaen’s Quatuor pour la fin du temps
has the composer himself taking part

Shostakovich's four voices
Cregor Tassic remembers the greatest
Russian string ensemble of them all, the
Beethoven State Quartet of Moscow

LETTER FROM AMERICA

No news is good news
Martimer H. Frank joins the ranks of
those who are relieved that the NYPO
will not be moving to Carnegie Hall

Putting the art into Mozart
Questions of style in some of the myriad
recordings of Mozart’s orchestral music
are considered by Antony Hodgson

CONTINENTAL REPORT
Handsome Hanssler
Narbert Hornig listens to some of the
historical reissues from an interesting
German label, plus more from Ancerl
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49
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Is the world coming to an end?
Paul Myers opines that we have seen the
palmiest days of the major record labels

Well ...
The Editor, on the contrary, feels there is
nothing wrong that time will not heal

no, not exactly

FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT

A Strok of luck

Shuichire Kawai explains how Japan
came to have such a classical explosion

AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
Vinyl revived

Roger Beardsley takes us through the
process of transferring an LP 1o C1

58
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Editorial

Letters

Emil Hauser's heroism recalled; a plea for
more record shops; Walter and Ferrier’s
Das Lied; and Curtis-Verna unmasked

Collector news

David Patmore finds room for optimism
at this vear'’s Midem; a Malko giveaway;
catalogues on CD-ROM; G&S goodies

Rarissima

Leslie Gerber peers inside the perfectly
ordinary sleeve of a Reiner LP, to reveal
how rarity resides in a stamper number

The man from the Marlinsky
Nicolai Malko made his début with the
best dancers of the Imperial Ballet, such
as Nijinsky, bur began to make records
very late, as John L. Holmes relates

LETTER FROM AMERICA

A walk back into history
Mortimer H. Frank spends a happy day
at the New York Philharmeonic Archives

27

28

33

36

Columbia’s Renaissance man

[t was largely the genius of one executive,
Goddard Lieberson, that made Columbia
Records into a force to be reckoned with,
as James H. North shows in this profile

CONTINENTAL REPCRT

Flying fingers

Norbert Hornig is amazed vet again by
the virtuosity of the pianist Cziffra

One Voice, many faces

Michael Bolinen was one of the most
talented singing actors of his era, with a
career in films as well as as opera; Josel
W. Kley explains how it all went wrong

Disc-covering Michael Bohnen
The Editor makes his selection from the
bass-baritone’s records, concentrating on
the German operatic repertoire, and
hears things no other singer can match

Giulini, il gentilissimo

Jon Tolansky interviews Carlo Maria
CGiiulini at the Maestro’s studio in Milan
and, in the first of two 90th-birthday
articles, covers the best of the early years
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Editorial

Letters

A strange tale of a vanishing exposition; a
few thoughts on Michael Bohnen; Malko
the conjurer; dealing with those swingers

Collector news

Dravid Patmore at large in Helsinki; our
Giulini giveaway; Georg Tintner Edition;
and great singers of the past on Cheyne

FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT

A Green Door to the pasl

Shuichire Kawai meets one of the world's
most interesting 78rpm disc collectors,
the discographer Christopher N. Nozawa

Rarissima
Paging through the new Philips listing
sets David Patmore on the hunt for LPs

Harty of the Hallé

Nalen Anthoni considers a distinguished
Irish pianist, conductor and composer, in
the light of his all too few major records,
and finds much to praise and savour

18

24

30

36

30

CRC Awards 2004

The Editor reports on the final judging
and we list all the winners and the other
notable runners in another vintage race

Patti in the Pink

Ruth Edge and Leonard Petts have been
studying the convoluted story of a diva’s
celebrated two sessions of recordings

Giulini's Gesamtkunstwerk
Concluding Jon Tolansky's interview with
the great Ttalian maestro, looking at his
triumphs at Covent Garden and Chicago

Heyday of Kingsway

Gordon Drury continues the saga of a
famous recording venue with stories of
some of its most intriguing sessions

A London Symphaony
Jon Tolansky looks back on the LSO’
first 50 years as its centenary looms

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Glimpses of the obvious
Meortimer H. Frank spends ‘oh what a
beautiful morning’ at a library named
after a celebrated American musical duo



51

53
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CONTINENTAL REPORT

The Otto Empire

Norbert Hornig is falling in love all over
again with Vienna and some of its great
musicians, as featured on the Preiser label

Audia

Audio Editor Maggie Williams looks at
cataloguing software for keeping your
collection in check; and from the US,
Lonn Henrichsen provides some advice
on getting the most from your vinyl

REVIEWS

64 DVD reviews
L'elisir d'amorc from the Met; Boris from
the Bolshoi; great Russian singers

66 LP review

68 CD reviews
The Minnesota box; Scherchen’s Haydn;
Van Kempen Edition; a Busch Quartet
Beethoven discovery; Mahler’s singers;
two great Requiems from Giulini and
Britten; original versions of Verdi operas
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Droubts that it was Leo Blech conducting
that Berlin Meistersinger; pleas for more
Markevitch and Fricsay; Radford riposte

Collectar news
A Carlos Kleiber tribute; changes at APR;
prize for Kondrashin's last performance;

century of 78s; the conductors are ended

Harissima

David Patmore finds that the humble
‘clockwork’ cassette has its uses after all

Buffalo Bill aims high

The conductor William Steinberg made
his reputation the hard way, starting by
being fived by his mentor Klemperer, as
Richard Freed relates in this profile

ilan and Huberman

Howard Smith and Tully Potter look at
the reputation and achievements of
Bronislaw Huberman, perhaps the most
individual violinist of the interwar era

28

32

36

42

48

Miracle in the Holy Land

Perhaps Huberman's greatest inspiration
was the creation of the orchestra which is
now known as the Israel Philharmonic;
Stanley Henig explores its first few years

Volces of prayer and praise

Alan Bilgora explains the cultural history
and some of the musical and religious
subtleties which gave rise to the amazing
‘Golden Age’ of Jewish cantorial singing

A cantorial roll call

Starting with the Big Six of Sirota, Chagy,
Kwartin, Rosenblatt, Hershman and
Waldman, Alan Bilgora profiles the
cantors who must be heard on record

Kingsway diminuendo

Gordon Drury concludes his series on
the notable London recording venue with
an account of its last vears, its demolition
and its transmogrification into a hotel

FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT

The art ol longevity

Shuichiro Kawai remembers that grand
old Japanese conductor Takashi Asahina,
who directed Beethoven and Bruckner in
the great Austro-German tradition
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A whiff of Gallic

MNorbert Hornig has been listening to
some of the treasures which emerge from
the archives of EMI France, not least 2
vast compendium of historic singers

49

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Bach to the future

Mortimer H. Frank tells of an Internet
service which may at last start to take the
place of the vanished Schwasnn catalogues

50

AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
Formats past and present
Christopher Breunig gives a listener’s
account of SACD and DVD-A, while
Lonn Henrichsen advises on caring for
your precious reel-to-reel tapes

51
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Books
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78rpm discs

LPs

CDs

A set which paints a picture in sound of
1930s Jewish Berlin; Concertgebouw
Orkest Vol.2; Leo Borchard: Huberman’s
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Dravid Patmore on the art of eccentricity
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A player reminisces about the orchestral
concerts at the Prades Festivals; in praise
of string quartets; non-realistic opera

Collector news
A guide to Furtwiingler societies; a CD
set based on Japanese 78rpm discs
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Leslie Gerber recalls three of the earliest
Furtwingler LPs of live performances

Working with a hypnotist
Jon Tolansky talks to musicians about
playing for Withelm Furtwingler

The other Furtwangler
Nalen Anthoni looks at the high priest of
Beethoven through a different prism

The sound of silence
Antony Hodgson can never forget a piece
of magic at a 1953 Furtwingler concert
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Classic Furtwangler
George Kyrkos-Tayas surveys the German

conductor’s all too slim recorded output
of masterpieces by Haydn and Mozart

Song of the Spirits
Bill Newman remembers three concerts
by Furtwingler at the Royal Albert Hall

Furtwangler and Fidelio

Raymond Beegle considers the three live
performances of Beethoven's only opera
that the conductor bequeathed to us

Cantata Profana

Eszter Balla takes a trip to Homosassa to
meet Peter Bartdk, recording engineer,
head of a record company and guardian
of his famous father Béla’s artistic legacy

The recordings of ... David Lloyd
John T. Hughes listens to the beautiful
singing of the neglected Welsh tenor

The touch of Harry

Roger Taylor profiles the great English
pianist Hubert Harry, who gave up a
promising international career to teach
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Emperor Wilhelm

Shuichiro Kawai meditates on the huge
Japanese appetite for Furtwingler

50
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Boxing clever

Norbert Hornig samples some chunky
European Furtwingler memorial tributes
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Mergers, managers, dogs in
mangers

Martimer H. Frank is worried about the
future of the orchestras and major labels
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cherish and conserve our vinyl discs
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Editorial

Letters

More about that Beecham Heffinann in
German; memories of William Steinberg
at the Watford Town Hall; American
orchestral salaries; Cantor Pinkasovitch

Collector news

The Editor’s report from Midem, with
some new releases; deaths of Ray Burford
and Thomas L. Clear; Simon Barere's
piano pyrotechnics are remastered; the
latest CRC giveaway, with a French accent

Rarissima

Richard Gate discovers that Alfred Hills
late romantic Viola Concerto, played by
the great Robert Pikler, has featured on
super-rare Australian LPs from two labels

Greatness caught in time
Christopher Dyment puts preconceptions
aside and listens to the conductor Franz
Schalk’s records with fresh ears, finding
real distinction in three of his legendary
Schubert and Beethoven interpretations

17

22

28

38

Adventures with René the fox
Laurence Vitles converses with Myriam
Scherchen about her conductor father
Hermann, aspects of Furtwingler and
Tahra, the Paris-based historical label she
helped to found more than a decade ago

Look back with Andry

Jon Tolansky talks to the famous record

producer about his time with Decca, his
early EMI days and his musician friends,
among them the vanishing Dr Bartolo

Dresden’'s fraglle ornament

Writer Vicki Kondelik has exhaustively
researched the short career of the great
German soprano Meta Seinemeyer, the
spearhead of the German Verdi revival,
and has selected the best of her records

The battler from Saratoga

David Patmore begins a three-part series
on the fascinating SPA label with a look
at its leading conductor, F. Charles Adler,
and his efforts to bring the US up to date
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Editorial

Memaries of Yves Nat's rare recital; a
tape treasure trove; Furtwﬁnglr:r musings;
anecdotes of Sir Bernard Heinze and
Rabert Pikler; Mozartian textual matters

news

More about that CHARM; Richter’s and
Novotny's Bach returns; a great but tragic
music hall star; & Golovanov disc; a
Ferrier discography; and our giveaway

Falloster
DLeCiol

Rarissima

David Patmore puts in a word for those
orphans of the reject bins, *435" and EPs,
with a detailed look at some Britten gems

that have never existed in another form

lop of the Liszl

A profile by Gregor Tassie of the Bolshoi
conductor Nikolai Golovanov, who went
out of his way to court controversy; his
career suffered more setbacks than most,

although he left a large recorded legacy

19

20

32

38
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Band of brothers

Jay Shulman remembers the Stuyvesant
CQuartet, one the groups that helped to
establish chamber music in the States

Jon Tolansky concludes his interview
with Peter Andry by focusing on the EMI
years and especially the tragedy of Callas

Thanks for La Massary

Fondly remembered as the Empress of
Operetta, Fritzi Massary reigned in Berlin
but came from Vienna and learnt her

craft in Russia, Patrick O'Connor recalls

The Third shall be first
Continuing our trawl through the SPA
catalogue in the company of David
Patmore, we come to the legendary
Mahler LPs conducted by Charles Adler

The recordings of Mogens \Waoldilk:
Antony Hodgson looks at the all too
small library of discs by this dedicated
[anish conductor and keyboard player
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Maggie Williams gives us the lowdown
on downloading music from the Internet
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Loo the piana lion

Shuichiro Kawai writes about Leo Sirota

58 CONTINENTAL REPORT
Piano is the forte
Norbert Hornig hears a second tranche
of EMI classics in the ‘Rarissimes’ series

5O LETTER FROM AMERICA
Back 10 cinssic:
Mortimer H. Frank has heartening news
from the Sony/BMG merger front line
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62 DV reviows:
An Italian Don Giovanni; Verdi's I due
Foscari; Klemperer; Mravinsky; Fournier
868 COD reviews
Reiner, Karajan and Celibidache as ‘Great
Conductors’; Horenstein in Paris; Végh
Quartet; Trio Santoliquido; Quartetto
Italiano; Fonotipia centenary; French
opera; Traviata from Carteri and Callas

102 Yok boy
104 Moew rizle;

112 Musical chair

Richard Gate salutes late Koussevitzky
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The threat to the historical reissue labels;
memories of Mogens Wildike; vintage

Bizet; Australian vinyl; Meta Seinemeyer
in the premiere of Busoni's Doktor Faust

How readers can help with the Awards; a
new Viclav Talich Special Edition; prizes
for three Mahler recordings; McCormack
and Ferrier finds; another DG 1950s set

The pianist Poldi Mildner made very few
recordings and they have always been
hard to come by, David Patmore finds

Our Beecham retrospective begins with

Jon Tolansky talking to orchestral players
and others aboul what made Sir Thomas
unique as a conductor in the concert hall

John Holmes recalls the circumstances in
which Beecham founded the third of his
notable symphony orchestras, the LPO

22

25

28

34

40

Denham Ford, Beecham's orchestral
manager, recalls how difficult it was to
work out what Sir Thomas was planning
to do, at any hour of the day or night

Lyndon Jenkins surveys the recordings
made by the RPO, Beecham’s last and
perhaps finest orchestra, with conductors
other than its founding father and chief

A list compiled at a Texas hotel held a
galaxy of plans for late Beecham studio
projects for EMI; David Patmore tells
why many of them came to nothing

At the end of his three-part survey of
the SPA label, David Patmore presents
a detailed consideration of instrumental
and song LPs, including three by Brendel

Marking the 60th anniversary of John
McCormack's death, Michael 5cott listens
to the 22 published sides that the tenor
made with the violinist Fritz Kreisler
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Christopher Breunig tries out a new ‘high
end’ preamplifier and is impressed; our
Audio Editor investigates some of the
practicalities of digital downloading

FAR-EASTERNM VIEWPOINT

95

Shuichiro Kawai remembers the sad fate
of a Japanese violinist Wunderkind

CONTINENTAL REPORT

o6

Norbert Hornig makes his selection from
German broadcasts recently put on CD

57

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Mortimer H. Frank finds Metropolitan
Opera statistics just as interesting online

58

61
65

Talich Edition releases; Franz Schreker
conducts; Leibowitz’s Beethoven; Lili
Kraus; the Weller Quartet: MeCormack
in quantity; Reginald Kell's US Decca
recordings: Jochum'’s Lohengrin twice

102
104

112

Vicki Kondelik wonders why two great

sopranos have been so neglected on CD
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Editorial

Letters

Elgar goes online; more about copyright;
Goehr's pioneering Bizet; Pataky at the
Coldn; Florence Kopleff; and a request

Collector news

The first stereo Ring at last; the Editor in
Australia; a Lionel Tertis edition; Elgar
conducts in accidental stereo; the return
of BBC Legends; and a Leslie Jones offer

Rarissima

David Patmore and the Editor remember
the History of Music in Seund and its
laveliest spin-off, a scene from Rossini's
Otello sung by the great Nan Merriman

Jones the podium

Qur Leslie Jones centenary tribute begins
with an aftectionate memoir by his son
and recording producer, Leslie Jones nr

Just another Haydn Jones
Richard Freed is at pains to point out
that, far from being an amateur or a
dabbler, Jones was a well schooled and
important recording artist of the LP era

24

34

40

44

47

Mystery of the missing drummer
Antony Hodgson, who worked with
Leslie Jones in the studio, highlights
some of the conductor’s strong points

A voice in each finger

In the first of two major articles on Sir
Clifford Curzon, Callum Ross writes on
the life and the *78s’ while Max Loppert
lauds the Beethoven and the Brahms

CRC Historical Awards 2005
The Editor gives his usual report on the
judges’ listening day and how the final
decisions were laken for the Awards

The recordings of... Hermann Uhde
A great exponent of such roles as the
Flying Dutchman and Mandrvka, the
bass-baritone died far too soon; John T.
Hughes considers his art and legacy

Discoholics Anonymous
Leslie Gerber tells his fellow collectors
that if you can't find it, you don't own it

His number always comes up

Alan Kelly, one of the most tireless toilers
in the vineyard of discography. talks to
David Patmore about his life and work
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In praise of Merriman and Uhde; light
shed on the Goossens family; the ‘Dream’
Ring; Monteux in Japan; Stokowski in
Australia; a plea for more Leslie Jones

A CHARM symposium and a research
scholarship; Beulah’s faith in mono
renewed; Nikisch remastered; jewels from
Japan; Flonzaley giveaway; Ristenpart
books and a draw for his Bach CDs

What happened to Anthony Bernard’s
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Concertos for Brunswick? David Patmore
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Saar Chamber Orchestra are only now
beginning to be reissued on compact disc
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Alissa Nembrini kicks off a new series of
string quartets with the ensemble that
was the first to make significant records
of chamber music, the Flonzaley Quartet

Callum Ross continues his three-part
survey of Sir Clifford Curzon’s life and
career with a detailed look at the Decca
and Columbia LPs, plus one from EMI

George Kyrkos-Tayas profiles the Greek
mezzo-soprano Elena Nikolaidi, who
came to Britain only once but was a
favourite at the Met and in Vienna

Beginning a two-part investigation of
early American orchestral recordings,
Steven Smolian finds some tantalising
evidence of intriguing lost cylinders
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The man behind ‘Living Stereo’ on SACD
talks to the Editor about his philosophy
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Leslie Gerber opens his new column with
advice on the use of spit and polish to
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Shuichiro Kawai writes about the famous
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has been going more than four decades
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Harris Goldsmith on Serkin and Aitken;
the Quatuor Capet; three versions of
Le nozze di Figaro; Cav and Pag from the
1920s British National Opera Company
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Nicholas Jenkins launches our series of
young professionals ‘talking records’
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A knight in full flight

Callum Ross concludes his series on Sir
Clifford Curzon with an appraisal of the
live and BBC broadcast recordings

So Victor’s the victor on Victor
Further fascinating facts on the early US
orchestral records from Steven Smolian

Czechs and balances

The Editor profiles the Prague Quartet, a
formidable but hitherto unsung chamber
ensemble which disbanded 40 years ago

Audio news

The Isolator, from The Cartridge Man;
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Audite that let you ‘Listen and Compare’
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When sound was round

Play it properly and a celluloid cylinder
will really surprise you, says Joe Pengelly

A testament to a legend

Visiting Paul Baily, the technical wizard
behind so many reissues, David Patmore
finds what makes him tick and declick
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of his time was Volker Straus; Ron Beyma
spoke to him not long before his death
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baryton-Martin, Joshua Cohen looks at
the rise of the men born to sing Pelléas

Four for Schoenberg

The Editor profiles the Kolisch Quartet,
who played from memory even though
much of their repertoire was avant-garde
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shellacs; a lament for ‘Anton Vorodinsky’

Collector news

Some string quartet discoveries; the 2007
Mahler prizes; death of Alan Blyth; more
boy sopranos; Firkusny laid to rest; the
New Friends of Rhythm; our Schigtz gift

Rarissima

Leslie Gerber wonders why a “Trout’, of all
discs, should have swum to the top of the
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Gregory Terian gives his view of the US
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singer and boulevardier Reynaldo Hahn,
one of the leading figures in Parisian life
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Peter Mountain reminisces about his life
as a leading orchestral violinist, drawing
acute pen portraits of great conductors

Keeping tabs on Tamagno

The background to the battle to record
the legendary Italian dramatic tenor is
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Ruffo and his barbaric baritone heirs
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In today’s busy world, there is something
to be said for listening at half speed

Letters

When the rubbish tip is the only way out;
musings on George Szell; more about
remastering; and pursuing ‘perfection’

Collectors News

The death of George Stuart; thoughts of
a Great Dame on the young singers; our
Muck and Schalk giveaway; a new take on
Cortot’s Chopin; Marcelle Meyer boxed

The noblest Romanian

Duncan Druce concentrates on one facet
of that great all-rounder George Enescu,
his recorded legacy as a violin virtuoso

Pop goes the Great Supremo

In his concluding article, Peter Mountain
recalls his years as a member of the first
violin section in Legge’s Philharmonia

The other Tommy
Nancy Spada profiles the brilliant but all
too short career of Thomas Schippers
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Six plus one means Marcelle
Mark Ainley considers the cultured and
individual pianism of Marcelle Meyer,
who counted composers as her friends

Rossini becomes a mezzo’s forte
In his second article, Tully Potter sees a
significant improvement in the recorded
interpretations of Il barbiere di Siviglia

The Prince of Denmark

Donald Wilson recalls his own gradual
engagement with Aksel Schiotz’s art as
the great tenor’s recordings are reissued

AUDIO NEWS

Myryad improved components
The Z112 CD player and Z142 integrated
amplifier; the Zyx 4D; the BL’s Harbeths
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Digital Magik

Christopher Breunig thinks Linn’s stereo
disc player will suit the most critical taste
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At the top of the Tree

The great Decca engineer James Lock
talks about his career to David Patmore
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Shuichiro Kawai on the latest issue in a
mammoth historical recording project

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Norman’s Wisdom
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Richard Evans and the Editor have opposing
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Jon Tolansky interviewed the American
baritone Frank Guarrera not long before his
recent death
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CRC Spring 2008

contents

61

Continental Report

Norbert Hornig has been listening to some
new historic issues from Austrian Radio’s
archive

62

Far-Eastern Viewpoint
Shuichiro Kawai has been exploring Japan’s
secondhand record shops

63

Letter from America
Mortimer H. Frank discusses some new
Toscanini material on the Pristine label

64

Reviews

64 Book Reviews

66 DVD Reviews

70 LP Reviews

70 CD Reviews
Beecham conducts Alwyn; three new
Oskar Fried discs; Vaughan Williams the
conductor; Beethoven from the Busch
Quartet; more live Cherkassky; the
eccentric Nyiregyhdzi; new Schwarzkopf
repertoire; a vintage Dido; Callas in
Vespri siciliani

98

Voice Box
John T. Hughes makes his selection

104 CRC enters a new phase

Alan Sanders

KEY TO SYMBOLS
O Compact Disc

® Long Playing Record

o 78rpm Record

Compact Cassette

xa VHS

¢ DVD

® Full Price £11 & over

® Full Price £7-£10.99

® Budget Price £6.99 & under

®

Classic Record Collector is published in the spring,

summer, autumn and winter.

While every effort has been made to ensure the
accuracy of statements in this magazine, we cannot
accept responsibility for any errors or omissions, or

for matters arising from clerical or printers’ errors,

or for an advertiser not completing his contract.

www.classicrecordcollectorcom



£7.80

Classi

THE WORLD’S LEADING REVIEW OF
VINTAGE CLASSICAL RECORDINGS

Guilhermina o ‘.
Suggia

’

v

Portugal’s
princess
of the cello

-
L
-

IN THE STUDIO WITH
STOKOWSKI

MaRcEL MuLE
AND THE CLASSICAL
SAXOPHONE

Six SCANDINAVIAN
SINGERS

579004

"

LY
HistorY oF THENGS &

ISSN 1472-5797

771472

9



CRC Summer 2008

contents

1 Editorial 32 A Scandinavian Sextet
John T. Hughes chooses six singers from a
4  Rarissima Stockholm Opera CD series
Louis Krasner plays Berg and Schoenberg —
Alan Sanders 37 Marcel Mule - Saxophone Pioneer
The classical musician who transformed a
S Letters popular instrument — by Malcolm McMillan
Audiophiles and vinylophiles; Conductors on
Record; LP versus master tapes again; Brahms =~ 42 NGS - The First Record Society
with additions The rise and fall of the National Gramophonic
Society, revealed by Nick Morgan
7  Collector News
Obituaries of Leyla Gencer and Leonard 49 RudolfSchwarz —The Musician’s Musician
Pennario; Ondticeck on CD; Reinhold David Patmore explores the life and career of
Barchet reissues; new Serkin CDs a controversial conductor
12 Guilhermina Suggia 56 Audio News
Anita Mercier and Tully Potter explore the life A classic Linn turntable; banana plugs; a new
and the recordings of the Portugese cellist ATC integrated amplifier
20 Recorded live 57 Audio and the Record Collector
Michelangeli’s Italian radio recordings on Michael Dutton, founder and owner of Dutton
record, discussed by Angelo Scottini Laboratories, is interviewed by David Patmore
26 Are you still conducting, Maestro? 62 Surface noise

Antony Hodgson recalls Leopold Stokowski’s
musical philosophy

Leslie Gerber remembers some famous New
York record stores



CRC Summer 2008

contents

A TR RGO

Richard Wagner

‘ A R M E N Der Ring des Nibelungen
Rudolf Kempe

%H?uss Covent Garden, 1957
Leontyne Price .
Franco Corelli
Robert Merrill
Mirella Freni
Herbert Von Karajan
Vienna Philharmonic

Viemss Slate Oprest Clumils
Ui e { R

Recordad |lve uﬁ}

S
432

64 Continental Report KEY TO SYMBOLS
O Compact Disc
O, Long Playing Record
o 78rpm Record

65 Far-Eastern Viewpoint Compact Cassette
xa
¢
®
Q)

Norbert Hornig discusses new Audite releases
and recordings by the violinist Gerhard Taschner

Shuichiro Kawai considers the best and the VHS

DVD

Full Price £11 & over

66 Letter from America Medium Price £7-£10.99
Mortimer H. Frank has listened to more ® Budget Price £6.99 & under

Pristine issues

worst of CD packaging

©)

67 Reviews Classic Record Collector is published in the spring,
67 Book Review summer, autumn and winter.
69 Historic Masters Review

70 DVD Review

71 CD Reviews While every effort has been made to ensure the
Live Klempcrer performances; Loesser, accuracy of statements in this magazine, we cannot
Paderewski and Reisenberg at the accept responsibility for any errors or omissions, or
keyboard; Ferrier sings Mabhler; the for matters arising from clerical or printers’ errors,

Kempe Ring or for an advertiser not completing his contract.

98 Voice Box
John T. Hughes makes his selection

www.classicrecordcollector.com

104 In praise of record shops
Tully Potter




£7.80

Classi

THE WORLD’S LEADING REVIEW OF
VINTAGE CLASSICAL RECORDINGS

A hidden
treasure of
South America

NEWLY DISCOVERED
RECORDINGS

BY TCHAIKOVSKY,
ARENSKY AND TANEYEV

RODZINSKI
REMEMBERED

Oﬂ ‘

ALBERT SPALDING'
THE GENTL
VIOLIN

579004

771472

VAUG
AS CONDUCIOR

ISSN 1472-5797

(@)



CRC Autumn 2008

contents

1 Editorial 26 Gentleman of the violin
Joseph A. Moore investigates the life and
4  Rarissima recordings of Albert Spalding, America’s
Richard Farrell plays Grieg first truly international violinist
5 Letters 34 A perfectionist’s legacy
Godfrey’s Bournemouth recordings; The art of Artur Rodzinski is celebrated
Suggia in the concert hall; Stokowski’s by Jon Tolansky
accent; Rudolf Schwarz remembered
41 Vaughan Williams as conductor
7  Collector News Robert Matthew-Walker examines the
New copyright proposals; Obituaries composer’s own recordings
of Nicola Rescigno and Michael Smith;
1920s recordings rescued; Goodall 48 The Dawn of Recording
celebration The story of Julius Block’s celebrity
cylinders is told by Gregor Benko
12 Hina Spani
Tully Potter considers the career and 54 Audio News
recordings of the Argentinian soprano Pro-Ject 6 PerspeX turntable; DNM’s
Ribbon Inerconnect; Origin Live’s
20 A Question of Authenticity turntable mat

Contemporary assumptions about
<< . »
authentic” performances are challenged

by Graham Silcock

57

Audio and the Record Collector
Transfer engineer Ted Kendall compares
the use of tape and LP as source material




CRC Autumn 2008

contents

T 4 EDISON.
Fheangraph or Bpesking Muchine

Mo, PO0.5H. Patentad Fab. 10, HWTE.

61 Surface noise KEY TO SYMBOLS
Leslie Gerber bids farewell to dealing 0) Compact Disc
® Long Playing Record
62 Far-Eastern Viewpoint o 78rpm Record
Shuichiro Kawai pays tribute to Nippon Compact Cassette
Columbia K VHS
¢ DVvD
63 Letter from America ® Full I?rlce £1 1 &over
Mortimer H. Frank remembers his 0 Medium Price £7-£10.99
ortl ' . Budget Price £6.99 & under
experiences as a record store assistant
64 Reviews Classic Record Collector is published in the spring,
64 BOOk RCViCWS summer, autumn 'dnd \Vintcr.

66 LP Reviews
67 DVD Reviews
71 CD Reviews - Bruckner from While every effort has been made to ensure the
. . . accuracy of statements in this magazine, we cannot
Solti; a 1943 Prom with Sir Henry; the y s & -
. . aCCCPt responSI 1 lty or any €Irors or omissions, or
Beethoven Quartet’s Shostakovich; live

Wagner from Klemperer and Goodall

for matters arising from clerical or printers’ errors,

or for an advertiser not completing his contract.

96 Voice Box
John T Hughes makes his selection

www.classicrecordcollectorcom

104 Return to Everest
David Patmore investigates a recent

reissue series



WINTER 2008
THE WORLD’S LEADING REVIEW OF

ReCOrd VINTAGE CLASSICAL RECORDINGS
Collector

04

g

The Griller Quartet - success tinged with tragedy

with other features on Alexander Gauk, Joseph Joachim, Mindru Katz,
Mark Reizen, the Ballets Russes and 30 years of Chandos
— plus reviews

579011

771472

IS|SN 1472-5797

% NEW PRICE % £5.95 - saving you 24% on the previous £7.80

9




CRC Winter 2008

contents

DALLETS RUSSE

die SERGE DE DIAGHILEW
Du 43 au 24 JUIN 1923

% REPERTOINE

) NOCES i

emged s e ow BT R EB AL A

i Pk ot s e IR VL 1 R

s o= A, SASRDOL I.A'F“D-"v'ﬂ

P‘ULEINELLA

CHOUT Le Boufion
PARADE
PETROUCHEA

Théafre Lyrique Municipal de la Gaile

SACRE DU PRINTEMPS

CONTES RUSSES
PRINCE IGOR (Dases Polovisi 1

24

1 Editorial 30

4  Rarissima
Goossens conducts Bridge

S Letters
Tournemire transfers; Fried, Adler and

Mindru Katz — The Science and Art of
Playing the Piano

Mordecai Shehori recalls his intensive
study with the Rumanian-born pianist;
Colin Clarke considers Katz’s recordings;
and problems with a flexatone

39

Klemperer; Martint’s Oboe Concerto

8 Obituaries
Peter Glossop and Marjorie Thomas

Thirty years of Chandos

Ralph and Brian Couzens talk to Colin
Anderson about the history of their
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