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1 Editorial

4 Letters
In praise of Merriman and Uhde; light
shed on the Goossens family; the ‘Dream’
Ring; Monteux in Japan; Stokowski in
Australia; a plea for more Leslie Jones

6 Collector news
A CHARM symposium and a research
scholarship; Beulah’s faith in mono
renewed; Nikisch remastered; jewels from
Japan; Flonzaley giveaway; Ristenpart
books and a draw for his Bach CDs

9 Rarissima
What happened to Anthony Bernard’s
pioneering set of Bach’s ‘Brandenburg’
Concertos for Brunswick? David Patmore
dons the Sherlock Holmes deerstalker
and cape but ends up fearing the worst

10 Tsar of the Saarland
Richard Freed writes about a great but
unassuming conductor, Karl Ristenpart,
whose many excellent recordings with his
Saar Chamber Orchestra are only now
beginning to be reissued on compact disc

18 Four of a kind
Alissa Nembrini kicks off a new series of
string quartets with the ensemble that
was the first to make significant records
of chamber music, the Flonzaley Quartet

26 Extraordinary renditions
Callum Ross continues his three-part
survey of Sir Clifford Curzon’s life and
career with a detailed look at the Decca
and Columbia LPs, plus one from EMI

34 Carmen out of the East
George Kyrkos-Tayas profiles the Greek
mezzo-soprano Elena Nikolaidi, who
came to Britain only once but was a
favourite at the Met and in Vienna

39 Strohs in the wind
Beginning a two-part investigation of
early American orchestral recordings,
Steven Smolian finds some tantalising
evidence of intriguing lost cylinders

48 AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
Newton’s Law
The man behind ‘Living Stereo’ on SACD
talks to the Editor about his philosophy
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55 SURFACE NOISE  
Keeping them clean
Leslie Gerber opens his new column with
advice on the use of spit and polish to
ensure your LPs and CDs are pristine

56 FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT  
Mixed blessings
Shuichiro Kawai writes about the famous
GR series of Toshiba-EMI reissues which
has been going more than four decades

57 CONTINENTAL REPORT 
Nordic nest-eggs
Norbert Hornig has been listening to
some classic Wagner from Sweden

58 LETTER FROM AMERICA 
Keeper of the temple
Mortimer H. Frank recalls a New Yorker
who ran a real collectors’ record shop

60 REVIEWS

60 Book reviews
62 DVD reviews
67 LP review
67 CD reviews

Two Alwyn symphonies from Barbirolli;
Harris Goldsmith on Serkin and Aitken;
the Quatuor Capet; three versions of
Le nozze di Figaro; Cav and Pag from the 
1920s British National Opera Company

102 Voice box

104 New releases

112 Young Blood
Nicholas Jenkins launches our series of
young professionals ‘talking records’
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1 Editorial

4 Letters
More about José and Amparo Iturbi; the
thorny question of Bruckner editions; a
human side to Reiner; Brunswick gems

6 Collector news
The third CHARM conference; death of
Richard Bebb; an LSO listing; Karajan
and Prague Quartet offers for readers

9 Rarissima
David Patmore fires off a broadside on
behalf of a quiet master of the studio

10 The case of Karajan
John Holmes considers the great Austrian
conductor’s life and his controversial
career –  both on and off the record

20 Generating a gap
John Hunt charts the complex relations
between Karajan and Furtwängler

22 Maestro with eyes wide shut
Jon Tolansky talks to players and singers
about what made Karajan run and run

26 A knight in full flight
Callum Ross concludes his series on Sir
Clifford Curzon with an appraisal of the
live and BBC broadcast recordings

32 So Victor’s the victor on Victor
Further fascinating facts on the early US
orchestral records from Steven Smolian

40 Czechs and balances
The Editor profiles the Prague Quartet, a
formidable but hitherto unsung chamber
ensemble which disbanded 40 years ago

47 Audio news
The Isolator, from The Cartridge Man;
lots more downloads; and SACDs from
Audite that let you ‘Listen and Compare’

48 AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
When sound was round
Play it properly and a celluloid cylinder
will really surprise you, says Joe Pengelly

53 A testament to a legend
Visiting Paul Baily, the technical wizard
behind so many reissues, David Patmore
finds what makes him tick and declick
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the very first tour of the Orient made by
the conductor of the moment, in 1954
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French pianists, including Lefébure and
Meyer, are enthralling Norbert Hornig
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All our Saturdays
Mortimer H. Frank is pleased to see the
Met’s matinee idols being well preserved
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Concert; Mahler 9 from Maderna; Haydn
from Jochum; rare Lambert; the young
Grillers; the 1955 Ring in stereo begins
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and Rubinstein – and old Italian tenors
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4 Letters
In praise of Ristenpart; hard words on
reissuing LPs; bad news on that Ninth;
Swedish sopranos; the human Karajan

6 Collector news
The long-awaited return of Lyrita; death
of John Freestone; the total Tertis; more
from Cheyne; vinyl in North America

9 Rarissima
The Editor gives the background to an
unusually interesting early vocal LP

10 Nothing succeeds like excess
René Trémine profiles one of the more
neglected of the great German romantic
conductors, Hermann Abendroth

17 Morning, noon & night in Vienna
James Brown tells Jon Tolansky about his
work in the famous Decca studio team

22 Interest in music an advantage
Roger Musgrave recalls life in the Decca
publicity department in the late 1940s

28 ffrrench, ffrreedom & ffrraternity
The story of Decca’s publicity whizzkids
is taken into the 1950s by Tony Froud

34 A Viennese quartet in London
Graham Silcock remembers the Amadeus
Quartet, one of the most beloved groups
in the history of British chamber music

42 Voice of the boulevards
She excited Toulouse-Lautrec and still
sounded relevant in the 1930s: Patrick
O’Connor writes about Yvette Guilbert

49 Audio news
Arcam’s first player to reproduce SACDs;
a new moving-coil cartridge from Audio
Reference; Quad electrostatic speakers

50 AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
Wash ’n’ Brush-up
Christopher Breunig tests the Moth RCM
Mk.II/Pro Cleaning Machine on his vinyl

52 The rough with the smooth
Stanley Henig asks Ward Marston how he
manages to achieve such good transfers
from the 78rpm discs of the great singers
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Just an ounce of prevention
Are you taking enough care of your CD
and DVD collection? asks Leslie Gerber

57 FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT  
Shock of the New
Shuichiro Kawai considers the successful
and surprisingly varied career of the first
major Japanese maestro Viscount Konoye

58 CONTINENTAL REPORT 
In the shadows of war
Norbert Hornig hears an opera recording
made under extraordinary conditions

59 LETTER FROM AMERICA 
In their own write
Mortimer H. Frank hails the reopening
of the Morgan Library, with its host of
MSS including the ‘Haffner’ Symphony
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Cantelli and Serkin; Masur in Mahler; the
Anthony Collins Sibelius; Prague Spring
gems; a Julius Katchen retrospective; two
legendary Covent Garden productions
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106 New releases

112 Young Blood
Violinist Laura Samuel finds much to
inspire her in Oistrakh and the Amadeus
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More on the Amadeus, Yvette Guilbert,
Peter Anders, Abendroth and Maderna

6 Collector news
Two great prima donnas commemorated;
copyright decision; Toscanini giveaway

9 Rarissima
David Patmore on a remarkable choral
performance by Toscanini from the 1930s

10 Toscanini – myth and reality
Mortimer H. Frank tackles some of the
sillier ideas that cling to the Maestro

15 A whirlwind in London
Christopher Dyment gives the true facts
about Toscanini’s discs with the BBC SO

22 Maestro and me
Nonagenarian soprano Licia Albanese
recalls Toscanini and other influences

28 First among equals
Norman C. Nelson places Toscanini’s
Brahms C minor Symphony in context

34 A mesmerising beat
Jon Tolansky talks to people who worked
with Toscanini about his mystique

39 CRC Historical Awards 2006
All the winners and the runners-up

44 Plucked from obscurity
The Editor interviews the great British
guitarist and lutenist Julian Bream

50 The three faces of Yves
Claude Jouanna profiles the noble French
pianist, composer and teacher Yves Nat

57 When Josef Krips sang soprano
Concluding Tony Froud’s memories of
life in the Decca publicity department

63 AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
Meccano got him started
The late Alastair Robertson-Aikman
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David Patmore and the Editor interview
transfer engineer Mark Obert-Thorn
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Grade mistake
A cautionary LP tale from Leslie Gerber

69 FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT  
Faithful unto death
Shuichiro Kawai remembers a fine pianist

70 CONTINENTAL REPORT 
Vienna bonbons
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71 LETTER FROM AMERICA 
Comings and goings
Mortimer H. Frank considers the changes
in the marketplace which affect collectors

72 REVIEWS

72 Book reviews
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Karl Richter boxed; Berlin Philharmonic
anniversary series; Yves Nat complete;
Lionel Tertis on Vocalion; two Bartók
quartet sets; two Fidelios from Walter

104 Voice box

106 New Releases

112 Young Blood
Clarinettist Timothy Orpen explains how
Mozart opera helped him to ‘sing’
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4 Letters
Stereo Theatre; a free lesson from Julian
Bream; encounters with Kurt Sanderling;
Haddy and Wilkie; Curzon’s solo Mozart

6 Collector news
Our take on the Joyce Hatto shenanigans;
Ray Minshull dies at 72; Lyrita starts to
get interesting; Kolisch Quartet giveaway

8 Rarissima
David Patmore considers the amazingly
rare late records of the great Hungarian
pianist-composer Ernst von Dohnányi

10 Fallen idol of Moscow
Konstantin Ivanov was a great conductor
of Tchaikovsky and the other Russian
Romantics, but nowadays he is barely
remembered; Gregor Tassie reminds us 

18 Meister of Tonmeisters
Perhaps the pre-eminent record producer
of his time was Volker Straus; Ron Beyma
spoke to him not long before his death

24 Sing high, sing low
In the first of two articles on the French
baryton-Martin, Joshua Cohen looks at
the rise of the men born to sing Pelléas

29 Four for Schoenberg
The Editor profiles the Kolisch Quartet,
who played from memory even though
much of their repertoire was avant-garde

36 Once more with feeling
Jon Tolansky visits Abbey Road Studios,
75 years after their grand opening, to
drink in the atmosphere and anecdotes

42 Ascent and descent of Everest
Lonn Henrichsen and David Patmore
begin their survey of the American label
with the story of its parabolic progress

49 AUDIO NEWS
Classic turntable upgrades
Linn has made modifications to the LP12

50 AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
Jewel song
Christopher Breunig pairs an Origin Live
Conqueror tonearm and a Zyx cartridge

18 42
36

W
IN

A
FREE

CD

of Kolisch Quartet

see page 6

02-03 CONTENTS V2  14/3/07  14:17  Page 2



3

contents
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David Patmore visits transfer engineer
Roger Beardsley in his country studio
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Now you see it…
A warning about CDs from Leslie Gerber

56 CONTINENTAL REPORT  
Strong profiles
Norbert Hornig on German delights

57 FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT 
A glimpse of old Russia
Shuichiro Kawai recalls two fine teachers

58 LETTER FROM AMERICA 
Comings and goings
Mortimer H. Frank on the news and
blues from three great US cities

60 Reviews
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Israel Philharmonic 70th anniversary;
Paul Sacher and Antal Doráti boxed;
Maag’s Mozart back again; unpublished
Busch-Serkin Duo; Scherchen’s mono
Mozart; Blachut in Rusalka and The Kiss

98 Voice box
John T. Hughes makes his choice
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104 Young Blood
Trumpeter Alison Balsom learnt from
André, Dizzy Gillespie and Pablo Casals 
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1 Editorial

4 Letters
Working for Everest; the lost art of David
Friedmann; more on Joyce Hatto; Ivanov
scams; a Beecham and Dohnányi concert

6 Collector news
Vinyl gets a showing in the Netherlands;
death of Phyllis Sellick; our unique Roy
Henderson CD-R; Musikverein Quartet
anniversary sets; Aksel Schiøtz boxed

8 Rarissima
David Mason contemplates a 78rpm disc
which has been setting its own kind of
record – it has twice been put on CD, so
collectors can make up their own minds

10 The quest for perfection
In the first of two articles, Gregory Terian
recalls the early career of George Szell, a
multi-faceted musician of the old school

21 Saved from oblivion
Lewis Foreman looks at the extraordinary
Leech Collection of acetates, in the light
of a new CD set from the Elgar Society

24 Four gentlemen of Vienna
Tully Potter considers the Konzerthaus
Quartet, whose Westminster recordings
enshrine a particular time and style

30 Sailing on through the sessions
Concluding Ron Beyma’s interview with
Volker Straus, the Tonmeister who made
so many famous recordings for Philips

36 My Pelléas has gone to Broadway
Joshua Cohen ends his overview of the
baryton-Martin voice on record with
such names as Bernac, Kruysen, Maurane

41 Assault on the summit
Lonn Henrichsen and David Patmore
conclude their survey of the Everest label
with a choice of artists and repertoire

46 Tradition and transition
The past half-century has seen many
technological changes at Abbey Road
Studios, as Jon Tolansky discovers

53 AUDIO NEWS
Three for thirtieth
New version of a speaker from Harbeth
and a look at the Pristine Audio website
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contents

54 AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
DAC Magic
Christopher Breunig on Musical Fidelity’s
latest digital-to-analogue convertor

56 AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR
D-i-g-i-t-a-l spells Dull
…at least it does for Yorkshire collector
Jim Bostwick, as David Patmore finds

58 SURFACE NOISE
The great Catskill fork-lift fiasco
Leslie Gerber hurtles into a 78rpm spin

60 CONTINENTAL REPORT
Rarities and rediscoveries
Norbert Hornig on instrumental releases

61 FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT 
Reissue industry
Shuichiro Kawai on a new golden age

62 LETTER FROM AMERICA 
Youth and democracy
Mortimer H. Frank with orchestral news

64 Reviews

64 Book reviews
66 DVD reviews
67 LP review
67 CD reviews

Early Cleveland Szell; Boult’s Moeran
Symphony; Morini/Firkus̆ný recital;
Scherchen’s Bach; rival Don Carlo sets

98 Voice box
John T. Hughes makes his selection

100 New Releases

104 Young Blood
Baritone William Berger discusses discs
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contents

1 Editorial

4 Letters
That Toscanini Missa solemnis; the drear

destruction of 78rpm discs; Hitler and

Huberman; another way of de-warping

shellacs; a lament for ‘Anton Vorodinsky’

6 Collector news
Some string quartet discoveries; the 2007

Mahler prizes; death of Alan Blyth; more

boy sopranos; Firkus̆ný laid to rest; the

New Friends of Rhythm; our Schiøtz gift

8 Rarissima
Leslie Gerber wonders why a ‘Trout’, of all

discs, should have swum to the top of the

LP want-lists and be worth four figures

10 Mittel-Europa in the Midwest
In his concluding article on George Szell,

Gregory Terian gives his view of the US

years which made the conductor famous

22 The essence of style
Patrick O’Connor profiles the composer,

singer and boulevardier Reynaldo Hahn,

one of the leading figures in Parisian life

28 Scraping a living
Peter Mountain reminisces about his life

as a leading orchestral violinist, drawing

acute pen portraits of great conductors

40 Keeping tabs on Tamagno
The background to the battle to record

the legendary Italian dramatic tenor is

painted by Ruth Edge and Leonard Petts

46 Too many bulls in the barbershop
Tully Potter contends that Rossini’s great

comic opera has been traduced by Titta

Ruffo and his barbaric baritone heirs

57 AUDIO NEWS

Active desktop speaker
The ATC SCM16A monitor speaker; a

DNM cable; and a new phono stage 

58 AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR

Seven Up
Christopher Breunig muses on Harbeth’s

addictive Compact 7ES-3 loudspeaker

60 AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR

Bob’s balancing acts
Celebrated EMI engineer Robert Gooch

talks about his career to Jon Tolansky
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65 SURFACE NOISE

To chuck or not to chuck
Leslie Gerber on a nasty 78rpm problem

most collectors prefer not to think about

66 CONTINENTAL REPORT

Sounds out of the air
Norbert Hornig on pianists and violinists

from the tape archives of German Radio

67 FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT 

We need to get a life
Shuichiro Kawai on Szell’s last hurrah

and the gaps in the maestro’s discography

68 LETTER FROM AMERICA 

Times they are a-changing
Mortimer H. Frank on a Haydn surprise

and a few transatlantic new releases

70 Reviews

70 Book reviews
73 DVD reviews
75 78rpm discs
76 LP review
77 CD reviews

More early Cleveland Szell; Beecham and

Del Mar conduct Bax; Brahms from the

young Janet Baker; four Flagstad recitals;

Keilberth’s Bayreuth Fliegende Holländer

98 Voice box
John T. Hughes makes his selection

100 New Releases

104 Young Blood
Influences on violist Lawrence Power
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contents

1 Editorial

4 Rarissima
In today’s busy world, there is something

to be said for listening at half speed

5 Letters
When the rubbish tip is the only way out;

musings on George Szell; more about

remastering; and pursuing ‘perfection’

6 Collectors News
The death of George Stuart; thoughts of

a Great Dame on the young singers; our

Muck and Schalk giveaway; a new take on

Cortot’s Chopin; Marcelle Meyer boxed

8 The noblest Romanian
Duncan Druce concentrates on one facet

of that great all-rounder George Enescu,

his recorded legacy as a violin virtuoso

16 Pop goes the Great Supremo
In his concluding article, Peter Mountain

recalls his years as a member of the first

violin section in Legge’s Philharmonia

26 The other Tommy
Nancy Spada profiles the brilliant but all

too short career of Thomas Schippers

32 Six plus one means Marcelle
Mark Ainley considers the cultured and

individual pianism of Marcelle Meyer,

who counted composers as her friends

38 Rossini becomes a mezzo’s forte
In his second article, Tully Potter sees a

significant improvement in the recorded

interpretations of Il barbiere di Siviglia

48 The Prince of Denmark
Donald Wilson recalls his own gradual

engagement with Aksel Schiøtz’s art as

the great tenor’s recordings are reissued

53 AUDIO NEWS

Myryad improved components
The Z112 CD player and Z142 integrated

amplifier; the Zyx 4D; the BL’s Harbeths

55 AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR

Digital Magik
Christopher Breunig thinks Linn’s stereo

disc player will suit the most critical taste

56 AUDIO AND THE RECORD COLLECTOR

At the top of the Tree
The great Decca engineer James Lock

talks about his career to David Patmore
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61 SURFACE NOISE

A farewell to tone arms
Leslie Gerber explains why he will soon

be looking for something else to do

62 CONTINENTAL REPORT

Symphonic echoes
Norbert Hornig on German Radio tapes

of two great conductors of the past

63 FAR-EASTERN VIEWPOINT 

Strings and Steinways
Shuichiro Kawai on the latest issue in a

mammoth historical recording project

64 LETTER FROM AMERICA 

Norman’s Wisdom
Mortimer H. Frank on Lebrecht, ancient

cylinders preserved, some Pristine Audio

remasterings and a British US triumph

65 CRC Historical Awards 2007
All the winners as well as the runners-up

70 Reviews

70 Book reviews
73 DVD reviews
75 78rpm discs
76 LP reviews
77 CD reviews

Schippers in Prokofiev; two Bruckner
Thirds; Goossens conducts; Camilla
Wicks in Sibelius; Aksel Schiøtz boxed

98 Voice box
John T. Hughes makes his selection

100 New Releases

104 Young Blood
Influences on violinist Jennifer Pike
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CRC Spring 2008

contents

1 Editorial 

4 Rarissima
Igor Oistrakh’s Khachaturian Violin Concerto 
– Tully Potter investigates 

5 Letters
An unfinished Romeo; Schippers’s orchestral 
recordings; Silvestri the composer; transfers – 
LPs versus master tapes 

8 Collector News 
Obituaries of Giuseppe Di Stefano and 
Evelyn Barbirolli; a misrepresented Ballo; 
Romophone revived; forthcoming Julian 
Bream reissues

14 The Importance of Oskar 
Lewis Foreman discusses the life and the 
recordings of Oskar Fried, a disciple of 
Mahler 

22 The Art of Buffo, Part 3
Tully Potter presents an overview of Italian 
comic opera on records 

32 Heifetz and the Brahms Concerto 
Richard Evans and the Editor have opposing 
views on a famous interpretation

40 Doubled up in the studio
Bryan Crimp discovers some confusing 
duplicates in HMV’s Vienna matrix series

44 A Young Man from Philadelphia
Jon Tolansky interviewed the American 
baritone Frank Guarrera not long before his 
recent death

52 Confessions of an Internet CD Junkie 
Nick Morgan has come across some unusual 
and inexpensive material on obscure websites 

53 A Different Beethoven Ninth 
Orfeo’s new version of the Furtwängler 
Beethoven Ninth has prompted some 
observations from John Hunt

54 Audio News
A new amplifier and CD player from Musical 
Fidelity; a preamplifier and cable from Naim 
and Ortofon’s Black Beauty moving-magnet 
cartridge 

55 Taking the Muck out of Music 
David Patmore has visited the transfer engineer 
Ted Kendall, inventor of the ‘Front End’

60 Pressing concerns 
Leslie Gerber wonders why UK LP pressings have 
more value than their American counterparts

14 22 32
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CRC Spring 2008

contents

61 Continental Report
Norbert Hornig has been listening to some 
new historic issues from Austrian Radio’s 
archive

62 Far-Eastern Viewpoint 
Shuichiro Kawai has been exploring Japan’s 
secondhand record shops 

63 Letter from America 
Mortimer H. Frank discusses some new 
Toscanini material on the Pristine label

64 Reviews 
64 Book Reviews
66 DVD Reviews
70 LP Reviews
70 CD Reviews

Beecham conducts Alwyn; three new 
Oskar Fried discs; Vaughan Williams the 
conductor; Beethoven from the Busch 
Quartet; more live Cherkassky; the 
eccentric Nyiregyházi; new Schwarzkopf 
repertoire; a vintage Dido; Callas in 
Vespri siciliani 

98 Voice Box
John T. Hughes makes his selection

104 CRC enters a new phase 
Alan Sanders
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C	 Compact Disc
L	 Long Playing Record
m	 78rpm Record
A	 Compact Cassette
V	 VHS
l	 DVD
F	 Full Price £11 & over
M		 Full Price £7-£10.99
B	 Budget Price £6.99 & under

Classic Record Collector is published in the spring, 
summer, autumn and winter.

While every effort has been made to ensure the 
accuracy of statements in this magazine, we cannot 
accept responsibility for any errors or omissions, or 
for matters arising from clerical or printers’ errors, 
or for an advertiser not completing his contract.
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CRC Summer 2008

contents

1 Editorial 

4 Rarissima
Louis Krasner plays Berg and Schoenberg – 
Alan Sanders

5 Letters
Audiophiles and vinylophiles; Conductors on 
Record; LP versus master tapes again; Brahms 
with additions 

7 Collector News 
Obituaries of Leyla Gencer and Leonard 
Pennario; Ondříček on CD; Reinhold 
Barchet reissues; new Serkin CDs

12 Guilhermina Suggia
Anita Mercier and Tully Potter explore the life 
and the recordings of the Portugese cellist

20 Recorded live
Michelangeli’s Italian radio recordings on 
record, discussed by Angelo Scottini

26 Are you still conducting, Maestro? 
Antony Hodgson recalls Leopold Stokowski’s 
musical philosophy

32 A Scandinavian Sextet
John T. Hughes chooses six singers from a 
Stockholm Opera CD series

37 Marcel Mule – Saxophone Pioneer
The classical musician who transformed a 
popular instrument – by Malcolm McMillan

42 NGS – The First Record Society 
The rise and fall of the National Gramophonic 
Society, revealed by Nick Morgan 

49 Rudolf Schwarz – The Musician’s Musician 
David Patmore explores the life and career of 
a controversial conductor

56 Audio News
A classic Linn turntable; banana plugs; a new 
ATC integrated amplifier

57 Audio and the Record Collector
Michael Dutton, founder and owner of Dutton 
Laboratories, is interviewed by David Patmore

62 Surface noise 
Leslie Gerber remembers some famous New 
York record stores

12 20 26
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contents

64 Continental Report
Norbert Hornig discusses new Audite releases 
and recordings by the violinist Gerhard Taschner

65 Far-Eastern Viewpoint 
Shuichiro Kawai considers the best and the 
worst of CD packaging

66 Letter from America 
Mortimer H. Frank has listened to more 
Pristine issues

67 Reviews 
67 Book Review
69 Historic Masters Review
70 DVD Review
71 CD Reviews

Live Klemperer performances; Loesser, 
Paderewski and Reisenberg at the 
keyboard; Ferrier sings Mahler; the 
Kempe Ring 

98 Voice Box
John T. Hughes makes his selection

104 In praise of record shops 
Tully Potter
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m	 78rpm Record
A	 Compact Cassette
V	 VHS
l	 DVD
F	 Full Price £11 & over
M		 Medium Price £7-£10.99
B	 Budget Price £6.99 & under

Classic Record Collector is published in the spring, 
summer, autumn and winter.

While every effort has been made to ensure the 
accuracy of statements in this magazine, we cannot 
accept responsibility for any errors or omissions, or 
for matters arising from clerical or printers’ errors, 
or for an advertiser not completing his contract.
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CRC Autumn 2008

contents

1 Editorial 

4 Rarissima
Richard Farrell plays Grieg

5 Letters
Godfrey’s Bournemouth recordings; 
Suggia in the concert hall; Stokowski’s 
accent; Rudolf Schwarz remembered

7 Collector News 
New copyright proposals; Obituaries 
of Nicola Rescigno and Michael Smith; 
1920s recordings rescued; Goodall 
celebration

12 Hina Spani
Tully Potter considers the career and 
recordings of the Argentinian soprano

20 A Question of Authenticity
Contemporary assumptions about 
“authentic” performances are challenged 
by Graham Silcock

26 Gentleman of the violin
Joseph A. Moore investigates the life and 
recordings of Albert Spalding, America’s 
first truly international violinist

34 A perfectionist’s legacy
The art of Artur Rodzinski is celebrated 
by Jon Tolansky

41 Vaughan Williams as conductor
Robert Matthew-Walker examines the 
composer’s own recordings

48 The Dawn of Recording
The story of Julius Block’s celebrity 
cylinders is told by Gregor Benko

54 Audio News
Pro-Ject 6 PerspeX turntable; DNM’s 
Ribbon Inerconnect; Origin Live’s 
turntable mat

57 Audio and the Record Collector
Transfer engineer Ted Kendall compares 
the use of tape and LP as source material

12 20 26
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contents

61 Surface noise 
Leslie Gerber bids farewell to dealing

62 Far-Eastern Viewpoint 
Shuichiro Kawai pays tribute to Nippon 
Columbia

63 Letter from America 
Mortimer H. Frank remembers his 
experiences as a record store assistant

64 Reviews 
64 Book Reviews
66 LP Reviews
67 DVD Reviews
71 CD Reviews   -   Bruckner from 
Solti; a 1943 Prom with Sir Henry; the 
Beethoven Quartet’s Shostakovich; live 
Wagner from Klemperer and Goodall

96 Voice Box
John T Hughes makes his selection

104 Return to Everest 
David Patmore investigates a recent 
reissue series
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m 78rpm Record
A Compact Cassette
V VHS
l DVD
F Full Price £11 & over
M  Medium Price £7-£10.99
B Budget Price £6.99 & under
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CRC Winter 2008

contents

1 Editorial 

4 Rarissima
Goossens conducts Bridge

5 Letters
Tournemire transfers; Fried, Adler and 
Klemperer; Martinů’s Oboe Concerto

8 Obituaries 
Peter Glossop and Marjorie Thomas

12 From Bliss to Bloch
The rise and fall of the Griller Quartet is 
documented by Tully Potter

19 The Ballets Russes
In the first of two articles Jon Tolansky 
discusses the origins of Diaghilev’s
legendary ballet company

24 Joseph Joachim and his recordings
Gusztáv Fenyő examines the life, career 
and recordings of a violinist who worked 
with Mendelssohn and Brahms

30 Mindru Katz – The Science and Art of  
 Playing the Piano

Mordecai Shehori recalls his intensive 
study with the Rumanian-born pianist; 
Colin Clarke considers Katz’s recordings; 
and problems with a flexatone

39 Thirty years of Chandos
Ralph and Brian Couzens talk to Colin 
Anderson about the history of their 
company

43 Papa Gauk – the father of Russian  
 conductors

Gregor Tassie investigates the life, career 
and recordings of an influential
Soviet artist

50 Noble Bass of the Bolshoi
The astonishingly long career of Mark 
Reizen and his extensive discography are 
explored by Joshua Cohen

57 Audio News
New MF preamplifier; Wadia 
iTransport; Tron 7 mono phono stage

19 24
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CRC Winter 2008

contents

58 Audio and the Record Collector
 Andrew Hallifax, CHARM’s head of  
 transfer engineering, is interviewed by  
 David Patmore

62 Surface noise 
Leslie Gerber says goodbye to his 
customers

63 Continental Report 
Norbert Hornig finds treasure in radio 
recordings on disc

64 Letter from America 
Mortimer H. Frank ponders the 
unceasing flow of reissues

65 Reviews 
65 Book Reviews
68 DVD Reviews
73 CD Reviews   -   Walter conducts 
live Bruckner; Du Pré and Fournier play 
Elgar in performance; the complete York 
Bowen; Goodall’s Parsifal

96 Voice Box
John T Hughes makes his selection

104 The other side of the counter – a retail  
 manager’s viewpoint 

Colin Clarke
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CRC Spring 2009

contents

1 Editorial 

4 Rarissima
Talich’s wartime New World

5 Letters
Tortelier’s Bach; Decca singles; Mindru 
Katz; warped 78s

6 Collector News 
New Japanese issues; more Talich on 
Naxos; Arthur Butterworth on disc; 
reader offers

8 Obituaries 
Christopher Raeburn and James Lock

11 Australia’s Orchestras on Record
Kenneth Morgan presents the first 
of two articles on the history of the 
Australian record industry

20 The Calvet Quartet
Tully Potter investigates the career and 
recordings of the eminent French string 
quartet

26 Cesare Formichi
Alan Bilgora traces the life and career 
of the Italian baritone and discusses his 
recordings

34 Stokowski and Westminster
Edward Johnson reveals some unfulfilled 
recording plans

36 Delta Records
David Patmore unravels the complicated 
story behind an enterprising 1960s label

43 The Ballets Russes, part. 2
Jon Tolansky surveys the later activities 
of Diaghilev’s great ballet company

50 Fabien Sevitzky and the Indianapolis SO
Richard Gate explores the career and 
recordings of a now half-forgotten 
conductor

54 Audio and the Record Collector
 David Patmore has interviewed Eliot  
 Levin, the founder and proprietor of
 Symposium Records

11 26
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downloads; Brahms complete edition

10 Style and Substance
Tully Potter remembers the 
distinguished Polish violinist Szymon 
Goldberg and discusses his recordings

17 Nellie Melba – her career and recordings
Stanley Henig reappraises the great 
Australian soprano’s legacy

22 A loyal company man
Martin Elste reveals a previously 
unpublished interview with the late 
Christopher Raeburn

28 Legendary clients and friends
The great impresario Victor Hochauser 
discusses three great Russian musicians 
with Jon Tolansky

34 Fidelio, Summit and Concert Artist
David Patmore explores three more 
labels founded by William Barrington-
Coupe

40 Australia’s instrumental and vocal  
 recordings

Kenneth Morgan presents his second 
investigation into the country’s 
recording history

48 The indefatigable discographer
Philip Stuart has been interviewed by 
David Patmore

54 Audio and the Record Collector
 Ted Kendall traces the history of EMI’s  
 Stereosonic tapes
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Fidelio pseudonyms; Friedrich Wührer; 
Surround sound; Ansermet’s Ravel

6 Collector News 
A new FRMS President; Immortal 
Performances Society; Syzmon 
Goldberg reissues

7 Sir Edward Downes
An appreciation by Jon Tolansky

9 La Dame Blanche
Joseph A. Moore has visited the Paris 
record shop

10 Brief sunrise in the East
Tully Potter charts the career of the 
tragic Japanese violinist Mari Iwamoto

18 Darius Milhaud – the teacher and the  
 performer on record

Robert Matthew-Walker recalls his visits to 
the composer and considers his recordings 

25 Montserrat Caballé
The great soprano discusses her most 
famous roles on record with Jon 
Tolansky

29 The French Clarinet Tradition - and  
 Louis Cahuzac

Malcolm McMillan traces the history of 
a now extinct school of playing

35 Concert Artist, Revolution and   
 Egmont

David Patmore explores three more 
labels founded by William Barrington-
Coupe

42 Tancredi Pasero
The career and recordings of the great 
Italian bass are investigated by Joe 
Winstanley

48 Nicolai Malko 
Lyndon Jenkins revisits the life and the 
recordings of the Russian-born conductor

52 Surface noise
Leslie Gerber discusses record dealer 
policies
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José Cubiles

5 Letters
Malko in the USA; Richter’s Grieg; The 
Trojans; More on Wührer

7 Collector News 
Talich in wartime; Barchet Quartet; 
Lyrita at 50; Action Artistique

8 Obituaries
Wilma Cozart Fine; Alicia de Larrocha; 
Robin Golding; Helen Watts; H. C. 
Robbins Landon

10 Jenő Hubay: Prince of the Violin,  
 by Joseph A. Moore

The life and recordings of a great 
Hungarian artist

16 From Bucharest to Bournemouth
Kenneth Morgan investigates the career 
and recordings of Constantin Silvestr

24 Darius Milhaud – the performer on  
 record, part two

In the second of three articles Robert 
Matthew-Walker considers Milhaud’s 
recordings of his larger orchestral works 
and theatre music

30 Maria Yudina - the rebel pianist
Gregor Tassie discusses the life and 
recordings of a remarkable Russian 
musician

36 Virginia Zeani, a connoisseur’s legend,  
 part one

The famous soprano has been 
interviewed by Jon Tolansky

42 Bliss, Blitzkrieg and Beethoven
Tully Potter remembers Watson Forbes, 
whose recordings helped to raise the 
viola’s profile

48 Latest recording research
David Patmore talks to CHARM’s 
Daniel Leech-Wilkinson and Nick 
Morgan

53 Audio and the Record Collector 
53 Colin Anderson interviews the  
 recording engineer and audio  
 restorer Tony Faulkner
57 Christopher Breunig looks back at  
 40 years of the Monks record  
 cleaning machine

59 Surface noise
Leslie Gerber remembers an exciting 
discovery
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Silvestri on record; Kentner and Liszt

6 Collector News 
MIDEM 2010 report;  Barrington-
Coupe attributions; News from 
Danacord

9 Obituaries
Irina Arkhipova; David Soyer; Bernard 
Coutaz

12 Paderewski’s European recording  
 sessions

Bryan Crimp reveals the circumstances 
of two groups of sessions

19 Michel Schwalbé - Karajan’s   
 concertmaster

A profile by Tully Potter, with interview 
material from Daniel Bell

24 George Georgescu - a Romanian icon
The conductor’s life and recordings are 
discussed by Jon Tolansky

30 Darius Milhaud - the performer on  
 record, part three

Robert Matthew-Walker considers 
Milhaud’s choral and song recordings

34 Virginia Zeani, a connoisseur’s legend,  
 part two

The famous soprano has been 
interviewed by Jon Tolansky

39 America’s BJR label
Bruce Latham investigates an LP series 
devoted to live opera

42 Some unjustly despised recordings
Richard Gate questions a few critical 
judgements of the past

46 Carlos Paita - a neglected master  
 conductor?

Richard Freed puts the case for the 
Argentinian-born maestro

50 Carlos Paita in the recording studio
Antony Hodgson gives a producer’s 
viewpoint

53 Audio and the Record Collector -  
 Stokowski and Stereo: the early years

David Patmore discusses the great 
conductor’s interest in binaural recording
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record; Michel Schwalbé
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Simionato; Giuseppe Taddei

12 What Bartók’s youthful muse did next
Tully Potter considers the life and 
recordings of Stefi Geyer and her pupil 
Aïda Stucki

20 Mahler in Vienna
Stanley Henig finds links between 
Viennese performances of the 1920s and 
early recordings

24 Wyn Morris – Mahler disciple and  
 conductor of rare distinction

Lyndon Jenkins pays tribute to “the 
Celtic Furtwängler”

28 They came, they sang, they went
John T. Hughes looks at cases of singers 
who made fleeting appearances in the 
recording studios

34 Interview with Paul Myers
David Patmore has been in conversation 
with the distinguished record producer

40 Jean Martinon (1910-76)
Jon Tolansky pays a centenary tribute to 
the eminent French conductor

46 The Download Revolution
Nick Morgan presents the first of three 
articles on recent developments

50 Audio and the Record Collector
David Patmore re-examines cases of 
“accidental stereo”

53 Surface noise
More recording disasters are recalled by 
Leslie Gerber
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The Hubay acoustics

5 Letters
Recorded applause; 1950s Mahler 
recordings; Barbirolli in Bucharest

9 Collector News 
LPs from Lyrita; 1939 Estonian 
recordings; Early Geyer issues; 
Philharmonic String Quartet downloads

10 Obituaries
Anthony Rolfe Johnson; Maureen 
Forrester; Yvonne Loriod; Cesare Siepi

12 The London String Quartet
Tully Potter discusses the concert career 
and recordings of a pioneering ensemble

22 A tribute to Sir Charles Mackerras  
 (1925-2010)

The distinguished conductor’s career 
and recordings are considered by Jon 
Tolansky

28 Vladimir Sofronitzky: poet of the  
 keyboard

Gregor Tassie examines the life, career 
and recordings of the great Russian 
pianist

34 The soprano voice on 78s
Joe Winstanley discusses some of his 
favourite singers

39 Schoenberg versus Ultraphon
Carsten Schmidt reveals a failed attempt 
to record Schoenberg as a conductor

43 The Download Revolution
Nick Morgan presents the second of 
three articles on recent developments

47 Glasgow’s record shops
Gregor Tassie look back at old collector 
haunts and profiles existing outlets

49 Audio and the Record Collector
David Patmore considers old and new 
examples of engineered twin-channel 
reproduction from mono recordings
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More recorded disasters are recalled by 
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Norbert Hornig discusses  the re-birth 
of Melodiya and reviews new Supraphon 
and Audite issues

55 Far-Eastern viewpoint 
Shuichiro Kawai reveals the strange case 
of Nejiko Suwa
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58 DVD reviews
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 Westminster; Melos Ensemble  
 collections; a Berganza recital;  
 Berlioz’s Les troyens
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John T. Hughes makes his selection

104 Th e underrated Max Reger
Tully Potter
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The original cast Casanova

5 Letters
Fallible reference books; A print of 
Nejiko Suwa; Kurt Baum in Lohengrin

6 Collector News 
AirDrives Earphones; A luxury Pavarotti 
box; Curing warped 78s

7 Obituary
Dame Joan Sutherland

10 Bidú Sayão – lyric soprano
The Brazilian singer’s career and art are 
considered by Mordecai Shehori

15 Bidù  Sayão’s recordings
Sayão’s recorded legacy is discussed by 
Kenneth Morgan

20 Beecham remembered
Jon Tolansky has gathered reminiscences 
of the great conductor to mark the 
fiftieth anniversary of his death

24 Remembering Mitropoulos
Musicians who played in the New York 
Philharmonic Orchestra under Dimitri 
Mitropoulos share their memories with 
Jon Tolansky

30 Hidden stars of the Czech piano school
Patrick Lambert discusses the career 
and recordings of Pavel Štěpán and Ilja 
Hurník 

37 Ultraphon reflects the tone
Oliver Wurl traces the rise and fall of an 
enterprising record company

41 Pioneers of British music
Tully Potter recalls the Philharmonic 
String Quartet

47 Five Decades on the Stage
Lucine Amara talks to Jon Tolansky 
about her career and recordings

54 The Download Revolution
Nick Morgan presents the third of three 
articles on recent developments
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Leslie Gerber discusses US copyright law

60 Continental Report 
Norbert Hornig has listened to new 
issues from EMI France, B R Klassik and 
Orfeo

61 Far-Eastern viewpoint 
Shuichiro Kawai marks the passing of 
the noted Japanese violinist and author, 
Zenzo Matsumoto

62 Reviews 
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70 CD reviews – Tennstedt and 
the Berlin Philharmonic; Masters of 
Chopin; Creators of Verismo; Handel’s 
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John T. Hughes makes his selection
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Richard Freed weighs up the pros and 
cons
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1 Editorial 

4 Rarissima
The earliest Barenboim recordings

5 Letters
Recorded applause; Early EMI stereo; 
Anni Frind and Kurt Baum

8 Collector News 
Ansermet on Columbia and Odeon; 
New York Philharmonic Archives

8 Obituary
Hugues Cuénod

10. The Recorded Legacy of Dinu Lipatti
New light is brought to bear on Lipatti’s 
studio and live recordings by Mark Ainley

20. Darius Milhaud’s spoken word   
 recordings

David Mason discusses the contents of 
four unusual LPs

24. The Ultimate Sister Act
Tully Potter remembers Adila Fachiri 
and Jelly d’Aranyi and discusses their 
recordings

32. Diaghilev’s 1907 “Russian Historic  
 Concerts”

Stanley Henig recalls a groundbreaking 
series of promotions in Paris

35. Diaghilev’s Operatic Productions
A little-known aspect of the great 
impresario’s activities is explored by Jon 
Tolansky

41. Life in the New York Philharmonic
Morris Lang, the former timpanist and 
percussionist, talks to Jon Tolansky 
about famous conductors, famous 
occasions and legendary recordings

48 Not just The Ring – Decca’s other  
 major Viennese achievement

The Vienna Octet’s long series of Decca 
recordings is discussed by Graham 
Silcock in connection with a 19-disc 
collection of Eloquence reissues 

54 Out of Time – the Vexed Life of Georg  
 Tintner

In the first of two articles on the 
Viennese-born conductor Antony 
Hodgson traces his career
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60 Continental Report 
Norbert Hornig has listened to new 
issues from Electrola  and Audite

61 Far-Eastern viewpoint 
Shuichiro Kawai has feasted on an 
eight-disc set of 78rpm Johann Strauss 
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62 Reviews 
62 Book review
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Rothwell; A Spanish collection from 
Alicia de Larrocha; live Jussi Björling; 
Hindemith’s Mathis der Maler
97 Downloads

100 Voice Box
John T. Hughes makes his selection

104 Classical Recordings Quarterly Editions
David Patmore discusses the background 
to this new enterprise
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The Vlach Quartet on Electrola
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Recorded applause; Ruolf Kempe on 
EMI Icon; Lipatti and Enescu

8 Collector News 
Library of Congress Jukebox; A 
Brailowsky gift; News from Beulah

8 Obituaries
John Steane; Roger Beardsley; Bernard 
Greenhouse

10 The Tintner Legacy – Not only Bruckner
Antony Hodgson discusses Tintner’s 
performances on record

18 They came, they sang, they went, Part 2
John T. Hughes finds more cases of 
singers who made few recordings

24 Virtues of the Virtuoso four
Tully Potter considers the career and 
recordings of the Virtuoso Quartet

29 The Accord Festival phenomenon
Historic recordings should not be left 
to mega media companies, suggests 
Nick Morgan

33 Recordings as brands
David Patmore investigates four 
recording enterprises run by opera 
houses and orchestras

36 Peter Katin at 80
Colin Anderson interviews the 
distinguished British pianist  

39 Some “lost” Toscanini recordings
Christopher Dyment explores some lost 
or overlooked La Scala recordings

44 An encounter with Hindemith
The pianist Leonid Hambro shares some 
recollections with Jon Tolansky

47 The Redemption of Havergal Brian
Robert Matthew-Walker considers the 
composer’s works and recordings 

51 The Lost Legacy of Jacob Lateiner 
Leslie Gerber suggests that Lateiner’s 
recordings should be reissued

54 Spools for Spoils
David Patmore relates the history of a 
Beecham enterprise

57 Surface noise
Leslie Gerber discusses LP materials
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Norbert Hornig  has heard some new 
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59 Far-Eastern Viewpoint
Shuichiro Kawai pays tribute to Japan’s 
“Mr Sony”

60 Reviews
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63 Multimedia
64 78rpm review 
65 CD reviews – Mahler’s Tenth with 
Goldschmidt; Grainger’s complete solo 
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a re-created Götterdämmerung
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recordings
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50 Chasing the Butterfly
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52 In Search of Lost Sounds
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Norbert Hornig  reviews a new Dresden 
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The cellist Alexander Kok recalls two 
famous recording occasions
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18 The man who was Scarpia
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David Patmore examines the career and 
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34 Martinů in his time, Part Two
In the second of three articles Patrick 
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40 The Parnassus label
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Bruce Latham discusses recordings of 
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56 Audio and the Record Collector
Japan’s Grand Slam label and its 
technology are profiled by Alan Sanders

57 Surface noise
Leslie Gerber has been listening to Old 
Time Radio
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 Recordings
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40 Martinů in his time, Part III
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associated recordings

49 Why don’t the record companies.....?
Readers have chosen favourite LP 
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55 Surface noise
Leslie Gerber looks back on “The Great 
Audiophile Hoax”
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12 A voice from another world
Tully Potter surveys the career and 
recorded legacy of Karl Erb

20 The LPO’s First Decade
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28 Reflections on a great pianist 
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35 An American in Vienna
Tanya Tintner tells the story of Jonathan 
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Lewis Foreman pays tribute to a 
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47 Urania Records Inc – The Orchestral  
 Recordings
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Leipzig

52 Why don’t the record companies.....? –  
 Part 2
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Leslie Gerber looks back at the rise and 
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10 Constantin Silvestri – a magician from  
 Romania

The conductor’s extraordinary career 
and his recordings are examined by Jon 
Tolansky

17 A classical discography
Michael H. Gray explains his long-term 
project

20 Ladies of low repute
Tully Potter considers some famous 
contraltos on record
 

28 Christopher Bishop in interview
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discusses his career with David Patmore
 

34 Martinů in his time, Part 4
Patrick Lambert continues his account 
of Martinů’s life and early recordings of 
his music

42 The life and death of Kingsway Hall
Gordon Drury brings his history of the 
famous recording venue up to date

46 Memoirs of a record-hunting man
Douglass MacDonald takes a nostalgic 
look back at his early record-collecting 
days

53 Surface noise
Leslie Gerber tells us that the customer 
is always right
 

54 Far Eastern Viewpoint
Shuichiro Kawai reports on the 
refurbished Tower record shop in Tokyo
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Richter’s Hammerklavier
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Everest Records reissued; Your favourite 
record shops; CRQ Editions new 
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10 The Legend of Daniil Shafran
Gregor Tassie discusses the life and 
recordings of a great Russian cellist

16 The UN Founding Day and Human  
 Rights Day concerts

The story of Al Schlachtmeyer’s 
exploration of the UN’s tape vaults is 
told by David Patmore

18 Ladies of low repute, Part 2
Tully Potter continues his defence of the 
contralto voice

25 Otto Klemperer – anniversary   
 memories

Jon Tolansky reveals some unexpected 
aspects of the great conductor’s art

29 A meditation on Thaïs
Recorded interpretations of Massenet’s 
opera are discussed by Bruce Latham
 

32 Martinů in his time, Part 5
Patrick Lambert concludes his account 
of Martinů’s life and early recordings of 
his music

42 Le sacre du printemps – centenary  
 conundrums

The infamous premiere of the ballet and 
its subsequent recorded performances 
are considered by Jon Tolansky

46 Mozart piano sonatas – some forgotten  
 recordings

John Wilbraham recalls some early LP 
interpretations

50 Recollections.....
Record producer Andrew Keener goes 
on a memory journey
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Henry Fogel pays tribute to a forgotten 
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15 Wagnerian Singers and their Styles: A  
 Historical Retrospect

Richard Gate discusses recordings by 
early Wagner singers

22 The life and times of János Starker
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and explores his recorded legacy

28 André Charlin and Carl de Nys  
 – a productive partnership

The work of two influential figures 
in the French recording industry is 
examined by David Patmore

35 Ladies of low repute, Part 3
Tully Potter continues his defence of the 
contralto voice

42 Benjamin Britten – Personal   
 Connections

The links between Britten’s 
compositions and their first performers 
are investigated by Jon Tolansky

48 Percy Pitt remembered
In the first of two articles Damian 
Rogan recalls the life, career and
recordings of an important British 
conductor
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